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President’s Report
By

Sue Magyar, President

Greetings across the Miles!  Our sleepy little winter activities are 
gearing up.  All of us have too much to do it seems, and are 
being pulled in so many directions: company, travel, gardening, 
fishing, work.  It’s my sincerest hope that all of you have some 
time to enjoy the fabric living in your home, and the fabric that 
longs to join it from your local quilt shop!!

We’re going to be gearing up for our summer Guild Sponsored 
classes, and I’m personally looking forward to all of them!  We’ll have fun, and enjoy new 
quilting methods and learn new things, which is a bonus.  Just to take two days enjoying what 
we love with our quilty friends will be smile worthy for sure!

Don’t forget, if you don’t attend the class, take time to attend each of the three trunk shows. 
 They are listed on the home page of our website, kpqg.org.  This is a good opportunity to see 
a teacher’s body of work, what techniques she uses, what drives her, what inspires her new 
ideas.  For you Central Peninsula ladies, it should be fairly easy to take two hours out of your 
day.  For those in the farther reaches, pile several friends in your car and take a fun little road 
trip.  Have dinner, see the trunk show, great conversation for the trip home.  Spread the word 
and tell all your friends that the trunk shows are open to everyone.

We just had our Second Quarter Executive Board Meeting, and there were several things that 
we discussed and are working on that would be of interest to you all.

    • There has been questions about advertising or information in Newsletter about National 
teachers not sponsored by the Guild.  This would be teachers that are at quilt shops that might 
be of interest to our Guild members, but have nothing to do with the Guild.  While we are not 
promoting any quilts shops, our Guild’s mission statement is to stimulate an interest in quilts, 
to promote and advance the art of quilt making, and to conduct educational programs and 
services in the design and techniques of quilt making.  So, these things should be brought to 
your attention, and we are working on creating an area on the webpage that can hold this 
information.  Stand by for more!
    • There has been a lapse in our information sharing with the public at large, and with quilt 
shops.  We might possibly create a new Exec Board position - Media Chair, or Public 
Information Officer, or Publicity Chair.  This person would be responsible to get information out 
there on Guild Events and other events quilt related, such as a community’s quilt show, or   
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Quilt Walk, or other events that might be of interest to quilters.
    • Meeting Dates for 2020 have been set and are on the calendar at the church, and will be on 
the front page of our website.
    • When you read The Book Look by Dana Lewis, it will be her last report as our Librarian. 
 Since her focus is with her family in Missouri, she had let us know that if we found a good 
candidate for the job that would be more active in Alaska, she would pass on her position.  We 
found someone that pleases us and Dana.  Kathleen Barkley will be taking over these duties.  If 
you have a book or a quilt artist you’re interested in, please email Kathleen and let her know.
    • Oh, and one more thing;  you know those Membership Cards you are given every year? 
 Start carrying them around in your travels.   Some quilt shops give discounts to Guild members. 
 Every little bit helps!!

I hope to see you this summer, lurking behind bolts of fabric, or sitting in class, or taking in a quilt 
show!  Happy stitching!

President's Report Continued:

Vice President/Education Chair Report
By

Karrie Youngblood & Kathleen Barkley

Our Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild’s featured Quilt Instructor for June 26 & 27, 2020 is Barb 
Steckel.  Barb has a couple of original patterns for selection by the Education Committee.  The 
Committee bases their selection on which pattern/technique/class would be of interest and 
benefit for our membership as a whole.  We are looking forward to doing a project from one 
of Barb’s original designs.  

Dana Lewis will be our featured instructor for August 2020 (date to be determined). 
 Your Education Committee has selected a Chic Sisters Pattern by Sew Kind of Wonderful. 
 This pattern uses the Quick Curve Ruler.  There are many patterns that use this ruler and some 
of you may already own this particular ruler. This class will be taught on the first day (always a 
Friday) and you may continue to work on this Chic Sisters Pattern on the second day or take 
the Scalloped Borders class Dana will be teaching on Saturday. Class participants will create 
scalloped borders of their choice.  You may 
bring a quilted quilt or use pre-quilted fabric 
to explore a variety of scalloped edges. 
 The class will learn inside and external 
corners.  If a quilt is not ready for 
scalloping, then pre-quilted fabric can be 
made into placemats or table runners.  The 
quilt below was made by Dana and 
displayed in her sister-in-law’s quilt shop 
using the Quick Curve Ruler and Chic 
Sisters pattern.

Nancy Mathew, who is teaching the Curvaceous Cabins quilt pattern from the 
book, Blendable Curves by Peggy Barkle this August 23 & 24, wrote the following article of 
interest on her start in the world of textiles.

"I started quilting in the 1990’s, but began sewing as a child in Indiana.  I completed 10 
years of 4-H, taking the Clothing project all 10 years. I loved it so much I made it my major at 
Purdue University.  While working as an Extension Educator in Indiana in 1991, I met my 
husband to be (from Alaska). We were married in December of 1991 and made Alaska our 
home.
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I bought my first rotary cutter, mat, and ruler from Pat at Robin Place Fabrics, the first 

year the shop opened.  We lived overseas for several years, returning to the Soldotna area in 
2003-04. Whenever possible I shopped and gleaned from Pat and the staff.  I was given the 
opportunity to work at Robin Place Fabrics in April, 2007.
Truly, working and teaching at Robin Place Fabrics was a dream come true.  Having majored in 
Retailing and Textiles & Clothing, it seemed a perfect fit!  I took the Beginning Quilting Class, 
taught by Debbie Griffin, to make sure I was on the same page with everyone else.  I was!

Teaching didn’t begin until 2009-10, after 
much encouragement from Pat and the staff.  
The first quilt was The Hunter’s Star, which 
opened up many opportunities. I always liked 
zippers so started teaching a small bag.  
Several quilts, bags, and a few table runners/
toppers have been taught since then. After 
Robin Place Fabrics closed in 2016, I set up a 
classroom in the Blazy Mall, still working with 
Pat!  

I have been able to do what I love 
because of the interest of wonderful quilters.  It 
has been an honor and privilege to work and 
associate with Pat and so many gifted sewers".   

Pictured below are some of Nancy’s 
quilts, the first one, Curvacevous 
Cabins, is being taught this August at 
Christ Lutheran Church in Soldotna.  To sign up for 
Nancy’s August class, please contact Karrie 
Youngblood at homerquilter@gmail.com or (907) 399-2085.
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The following information is a brief recap for those of you who are new or haven’t 
participated before in any of the Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild classes.
Classes are held at Christ Lutheran Church, 128 North Soldotna Avenue, Soldotna, Alaska 
(centrally located on the Kenai Peninsula) and are scheduled from 10:00 a.m. -  4:00 or 4:30 
p.m. on both Friday and Saturday.  You may leave your sewing machines and supplies in the 
room overnight.

The “Trunk Show” on Friday night is held at the church, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. (this is 
held in an adjoining room off the classroom).  Our presenters usually bring books and quilt 
related items to sell and we have tables set up for that outside of the Trunk Show room.  Our 
Guild sponsors the Trunk Show and we open the Trunk Show to the public at no charge. As part 
of our mission, we want to promote & encourage the art of quilt making by developing an 
appreciation of quilts & sponsoring & conducting workshops in the design & technique of quilt 
making.  The Trunk Show will be advertised in the local newspapers around the Kenai Peninsula 
and Anchorage and also at quilt shops.  Please feel free to invite or bring other guests with you 
to the Trunk Show.

Lunch on Friday is a potluck (the church has a large kitchen located in the room where 
we quilt).  Saturday’s lunch is provided for a small donation.  Mykel’s restaurant is across the 
street from our classroom and we usually go to dinner at 5:00 p.m. on Friday in order to be back 
in time for Friday night’s Trunk Show at 7:00 p.m.  Please feel free to join the instructor and 
other quilters from the class for dinner Friday night at the restaurant (fresh seafood, pasta, 
steak, vegetarian, good salads….).  During the day on Friday, someone will take a head count 
and make a reservation for dinner.

Your Education Committee members are:  Karrie Youngblood, Sue Magyar, Cathy 
Howlett, Barb Steckel, Alice Krivitsky, Donna Glenz, Lorna Kramer, & Kathleen Barkley.

*As a side note - I have enjoyed my two terms as Vice President/Education Chair. I was 
fortunate to have had a great Education Committee whose members were open-minded and a 
pleasure to work with. I leave with the greatest confidence that under Karrie’s leadership, in her 
new role as our Guild’s Vice President/Education Chair, that new opportunities for promoting the 
Guild’s mission of education and appreciation for the art of quilting will continue.  Karrie’s 
diversity of experience in the field of textiles is an asset and under her guidance, our Guild can 
only prosper and grow. All the Best, Kathleen

Seward News
By

Sue Magyar

Seward is gearing up for Summer - the cruise ships are in, people are walking all about 
town (sometimes with umbrellas), and our gardening season is off to a slow roll.  Quilting slows 
a tad bit around here, but there are still plans for different things going on.  Several of us will be 
attending the Guild sponsored classes, and truly looking forward to them!  Of course, there are 
things going on at our local shop.

Sew’n Bee Cozy had a class recently where the instructor had us taking our Singer 
Featherweights completely apart (all but the motor), cleaning, lubing, oiling, and all the things 
needing adjustments.  Wow, what a great experience!  We’re thinking of having a spa day soon, 
so we can oil the little darlings.  What a valuable class.  Our little 221’s need to get out and 
have fun, and be treated well, instead of living inside a box!

1st half of the UFO contest is over, and we’re nearing time to have a party.  Who won?  
The reveal party is in July, so we’ll see. Meanwhile, there are future UFO’s in the making!

Donna delivered 38 Baby Welcome Wagon quilts to PJ, and twelve dog beds to Seward 
Animal Shelter.   We had quite a collection.  Now on to more 40 x 40 lap quilts for Mountain 
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Haven - so far there are about a dozen in varying 
stages of completion.  Those go together so 
quickly.

On May 1 several of our gang met with the 
Moose Pass Moose Bots to make space bears.  
The student groups were given an idea, and they 
had to take it from conception to production.  The 
theme was Reduce - Reuse - Recycle.  They 
wanted to find something to send into space that 
hadn’t gone before.  Teddy bears had not, but only 
things that are completely sterile can go.  So, they 
made bears out of hospital gowns and cotton 
stuffing, things that could go through an autoclave to be sterilized.  The bears can also be used 
in burn units or NICU.  Some of the bears will be kept in Moose Pass in case a child in the above 
circumstance might need one.  Thirty bears were created, with a little help from our group.  

Central Peninsula News
By

Jan Wallace

Fiber Shows at Peninsula Galleries:
Dimensional Thread Vessels

A treasure of 3D vessels created by machine embroidery made by Beth Blankenship will be on 
display at Bunnell Street Art Center in Homer in July. She is exploring how all earthly things are 
connected by the smallest threads and we as humans potentially alter these connections. 
Bunnell is open 11-6 Monday through Saturday and noon-4 Sunday.

“Ferrous & Fiber” at Kenai Fine Art Center
Beautiful hand dyed and beaded creations by Chelline Larson will be on display at KFAC in old 
town Kenai for the month of July. Original yard decor by Chelline and her husband are part of the 
show. The center is open noon-5 Monday through Saturday.
  
Central Peninsula Happenings:

QUILT WALK will be in Soldotna for the month of July.  Quilts of many sizes and 
techniques will be displayed in businesses throughout the community. Pick up a passport 
at any of the participating stores and enter for wonderful prizes.

A Craft Bazaar and Quilt Show will be at the Soldotna Senior Center during the Soldotna 
Progress Days. This show is open Friday July 26 and Saturday July 27 from 10-4.
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Homer News

I have to write this between quilting, gardening, working, and getting ready for company 
to come, so please bear with me! Our Homer group has also been busy doing fun things: Quilts 
of Valor, Quilts for Heroes, more teddy bear quilts (those tiny ones are addicting!), quilts for us 
(we deserve some every so often!), and other 
projects too.  And that's not even counting 
gardening!  Lorraine, Donna, Karrie, and Patrice 
were nice enough to show off some of the cool 
teddy bear quilts that have been recently made.

Our Mother's Day show went really well this 
year.  We were pleased with the turnout and all the 
beautiful donated items for the silent auction and 
cash and carry.  We had a really nice variety of 
sizes and colors available.  Thank you ladies for all 
your hard work!!!

After the Mother's Day show, we had our relaxing three day sew in at ABI.  It was so nice 
to sew and not have to worry about finishing anything for a deadline! You can see Shirley 
holding up her chain pieced gray and Tula Pink quilt pieces and then Nancy helping Ruby finish 

up piecing the corners for her beautiful flower 
quilt.  Jan brought in her custom made quilt she is 
working on for her husband with his military 
insignia.
We also had a luncheon the Pratt Museum threw 

us as a thank you for the quilt we donate to them 
every year.  This year, since the museum was 
being renovated, we had it up at Wynn House.  It 
was a very interesting place to visit!  
Another piece of exciting news is six of us are 
going to make quilts for well-known local author 
Dana Stabenow.  She is building a writing retreat 
space specifically for female authors.  This is a 

very unique thing, as there is only one other of these in 
the U.S, in Washington State.  It's going to be called 
“Story knife” and it will have six mini-cabins for the 
authors to stay and write in.  Each one will have its own 
handmade quilt to make it a more homey space.  If 
anyone is interested in learning more about the. retreat, 
you can find out more about it by liking their page on 
Facebook.
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 Homer News Continued:

Lemon Caper Pork Medallions
From Taste of Home Test Kitchens

1 pork tenderloin (I used about 1 ½) (Slice to about ¼ in thickness, or whatever seams right to 
you)
½ C. All purpose flour (I used about 3/4 cup)
¾ tsp  Mrs. Dash garlic and herb seasoning
2 TBL SP. Ea butter and olive oil
1 ½ c. reduced sodium chicken broth
½ c. white wine
2 garlic cloves minced
2 Tbl Sp. Capers, rinsed
2 tsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. dried rosemary, crushed

In large flat dish, combine flour and seasonings. Add pork, a few pieces at a 
time, turn to coat.

In large nonstick skillet, over medium heat, cook the pork in butter and oil in 
batches, until the juices run clear. Remove and keep warm.

Add the broth, wine and garlic to the pan, stirring to loosen the browned bits. 
Bring to a boil; cook until liquid is reduced to about half. Stir in the capers, lemon juice 
and rosemary; heat through. Serve w/ the pork.

This is far as I went before the meeting. Then I covered and heated in 300-350 
degree oven for 30 minutes, which helps the pork be real tender.

By Donna Endresen
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Retreat Update
By

Patrice Krant, Retreat Chair

You might be thinking, since it seems we just finished Retreat 2019, there probably isn’t much 
going on in Homer vis-a-vis retreat for a few months, but you would be wrong. Hosting 60 of our 
favorite quilting friends at Land’s End requires 12 months of preparation!

Here is what Carol Renfrew and I (retreat co-chairs) and the rest of the Kachemak Bay Quilters 
are working on at the moment:

That’s your retreat news from Homer for this quarter!

Patrice and Carol

* Making welcome packet and Saturday night gifts for each attendee. We make 65 of 
each item, and no, I can’t tell you what any of them are!

* Designing next year’s tee shirt. Karol Miller, quilter and extraordinary artist, is working 
on the 2020 shirt design. We will have the ladies’ style shirts again for 2020, by the way, 
in addition to the traditional unisex short- and long-sleeve tee styles.

* Replacing some retreat equipment, including getting new cutting mats and some new 
irons. We are also testing extension cord towers with USB ports, which will take up less 
room on the tables and allow you to charge your phone, too. They work great at my 
house, but we are not sure the elderly utilities at Land’s End have enough capacity for 
them!

* Finding and testing a delightful mystery quilt. I will give you one hint: it will be a modern 
quilt. You might want to start thinking about three or four solid colors you love!

* Choosing a couple of fun blocks for the block exchange. We might do another Quilt of 
Valor block collection, too (even though I haven’t finished the two quilts we will make from 
the 2019 QOV blocks you made!).

* Choosing a couple of mini-workshops for Thursday and Friday. If there is a skill or trick 
or quilting “hack” you would like to demonstrate or teach, please let us know!

* Waiting expectantly to see the menus and pricing from Land’s End for 2020. We are 
expecting rising prices and hope to combat them with limiting our Saturday night menu 
choices and having brunch again on Sunday (rather than breakfast and lunch).

* Preparing the registration forms and packets for distribution in the next newsletter after 
this one, so you will be ready to register at our fall KPQG meeting.
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Book Look

By Dana C Lewis 

Best of Fons and Porter : Star Quilts 
27 Stunning designs for Every Décor, Season and Skill Level

Published by Leisure Arts 2012

Star blocks and star quilts are always favorites; Ask anyone who sells patterns.  This book 
offers a good variety,  including at least four feathered star quilts, and a storm at sea (why yes, 
there is a star in there) .   You will find easy and 
complex stars, miniature and king-sized and 
everything in between.  The construction methods 
include rotary cut, templates, and paper pieced. 
Some are offered in multiple sizes. 

Many of these patterns were familiar to me, as they 
have been published in the Fons and Porter Love of 
Quilting magazines.  They also include the Sew 
Easy sewing tips and alternative color options as 
they do in the magazines too.  
i do not find any published corrections for this book. 

I have enjoyed being your librarian for the past 11 
years.  My own library has swelled and shrunk and 
swelled again with lifes changes.  It is time for me to 
allow someone else to bring their thoughts on quilt 
books to you.  I thank you for all the positive 
responses and encouragement over the years.  I 
love you guys. 
Dana 


