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President’s Report
By

Sue Magyar

Greetings to my Stitch Brothers and Sisters!!  

As I sit here, getting ready to compose this letter, I’m hearing a long 
forgotten tune in my head, “What a Strange, Strange, World We Live 
In, Master Jack…”  Do any of you remember that one?  1968.  4 Jacks 
and a Jill recorded it.  Well, back to 2020, which is a VERY strange 
world indeed!

This COVID19 has knocked us off kilter, and put many of us on our laurels.  What do we do? 
 How do we act?  When will it all end?  Most of these questions still don’t have answers, but we 
have found things we can do, and this newsletter should be full of very interesting items that will 
have you sitting up paying attention.

As you may have read in my earlier emailed letter, our General Membership Meeting on Saturday, 
October 3rd at 10:00 will be via Zoom.  There is business we need to attend to, and that should not 
take much time.  After business, we’re going to be putting together a Show & Share presentation.  

Share what you have been working on during our Zoom General meeting on October 3 by 
submitting no more than 2 pictures per member.  Include your name, the quilter's name and the 
quilt's name or pattern.  We will try and include some information on each picture, but you might 
also be able to add a little information during the meeting.  This is a learning experience for all of 
us, so let's give it a try.   Submit your photos to Bsteckel@aol.com.
 
We will schedule a couple of Zoom practice sessions, 
with one of them being the night before the meeting, to 
help anyone who needs it, and for us to brush up on our 
Zoom skills so we don’t have to do this at the meeting. 
 I would urge you to attend.  We’d love to see your 
faces!

On Saturday, November 7th at 10:00 a.m., where we 
would normally gather to attend our fun event “Getting 
Ready for Christmas”, we’ll be putting on Holiday 
Zoom.  There will be Demos from the three different 
areas of the Peninsula, and a Q&A.  Seriously, this 
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Vice President and Education Committee Report 
by 

Karrie Youngblood 
Hi All, 

We are truly living in a challenging time. Once I have some changes finalized I will have 
an updated class schedule for everyone. 

Thank you everyone for your patience and I hope to have some exciting things coming 
for you all in the next couple of years. 

Karrie Youngblood VP

should be fun!  We’ll be sending out patterns and instructions via email prior to this event, so you can 
gather your materials.  Bonus:  No packing your machine and half your sewing doo dads!

We’re working on a Block of the Month.  Grace Lindle, our very own Pattern expert, will be compiling 
twelve blocks that would work together into a quilt.  These will be released monthly in time for you to get 
your quilt done, hopefully in time for a Grand Reveal at our 25th Retreat in Homer February 2022.  This 
will be a very fun project.  Nothing like looking forward to a doable project in your email once a month!

These items may be reiterated in different parts of this newsletter, with more detail.  Also, you will be 
reading about some exciting projects, virtual shows, learning opportunities, and things that we are bringing 
to you to keep your quilting mojo alive.

Thank you all for riding this storm with us.  Even though there have been hard decisions your Executive 
Board has had to make, we’re pitching ideas out there that we hope will keep that creative fire burning. 
 We hope that we’ll all be there on the other side of this, together again!  Until then, keep stitching!

Virtual Hugs,
Sue

President's Report continued ...

Homer News
By

Piama Svoboda

The Homer quilters have gotten together in an empty school parking lot every three 
weeks the past couple of months to catch up and show all the millions (ok, maybe just 
hundreds!) of projects we have all been getting done in the past few months.  Some of us have 
been mainly finishing up some of the projects that have been stacking up in our sewing rooms 
and others have been tackling new projects.  All I can say is I am so happy to be a quilter right 
now...there is no way I can EVER run out of projects to do while stuck at home!  At this point, I 
think I could cover the whole Kenai Peninsula in quilts made from the fabric I have been 
collecting since I was twelve.  I'm sure you all have the same “problem” though! 

Here are some of the quilts that we have been showing to everyone in the past couple 
of months.  Karrie has taken all of the pictures and it has been windy both times we have met 
up, of course, so she did the best she could taking pictures of the quilt tops.  Those suckers 
really blow around in the wind! Anyway, despite the windblown effect, it was nice seeing all 
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Homer News continued...

those quilts in natural daylight and not the florescent lights at our usual quilt group meeting 
space.  

Elaine's bright and beautiful quilt from a pattern she bought in a guild class she attended 
a couple of years ago.  The second one is Carol's and is from the blocks she won from the last 
retreat. It came out great!  The third is Charlene's “Paper Cuts” quilt from an online mystery 
quilt.

Colleen's fun quilt with Alison Glass panels which she started at the retreat in February. 
Jan's quilt is from the Costa Maya guild class from last year.   

Janet's really cute fox quilt and Linda's paper pieced “Darby Road.” She started it at ABI 
a couple of years ago and finally had the time to put it all put together and get it finished.
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Lisia's quilt that she made while she was isolating in New Zealand and Ruby's beautiful 
winter panel scene which she spruced up with some simple quilt blocks.

Margaret did this year's mystery quilt in patriotic colors to make it a Quilt of Valor, and 
Patrice showed us her first ever (!!!!!) log cabin quilt!

Piama has been painting fabric and this one will go with the citrus themed summer 
sampler she is working on.  Shirley showed her finished paper pieced “Serpentine” quilt from 
the Tula Pink workshop from last summer.  

Homer News continued...
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Wendy's Bonnie Hunter's block of the week quilt.  Wow, that is a lot of small pieces!  
Besides quilting, many of us have been 

enjoying being outside and looking at all the beautiful 
flowers  and many beautiful plants out.  Here are 
some of Ruby's photos from her house and the 
surrounding area.  

Lastly, apparently this is the year to see bears!  
Jan sent us a photo of this bear in their yard.  We also 
had a bear running along our fence who was scared 
by the tsunami siren a week or so before, so 
apparently our end of Homer is getting more bear 
action than usual!

Homer News continued...
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Hospitality
By

Sharon Hale

  Did you know, the Guild has a Golden Needle Award? It is awarded to members who have 
made significant contributions to the Guild.  Any member can nominate another member. The 
nomination form is available on the website or can be requested from the Hospitality Chair. 
The form will then be submitted to a committee made up of the Hospitality Chair, the 

President, and one member selected by the President. Upon approval of the nomination, 
the award will be awarded at the next general meeting. 

 

Homer News continued...

Jan also was fortunate enough to get some great shots of bears across the bay!
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Retreat Report
by

Patrice Krant

Well, first the bad news, thanks to COVID-19, which is that we will not have a retreat in 2021. 
Please be sure to call Land’s End (907-235-0400) to cancel your room reservation if you have 
not already done so. 

Now for the good news.

First, Retreat 2022 is already scheduled at Land’s End for February 18-20, so mark your 
calendar now! You can’t reserve a room for it yet because they have no group pricing or room 
blocks set up, but the dates and our conference rooms are all reserved. 

Retreat 2022 will still be our 25th Kenai Peninsula Quilt Guild Retreat, so you have time to 
design the 25th anniversary tee shirt and win a $100 gift card to your favorite quilt shop. The 
new deadline for the tee shirt design is April 1, 2021.

It’s A Mystery!
Since we won’t have Retreat to look forward to in February 2021, let’s make a mystery quilt! 
The Homer group has already chosen and tested the quilt pattern, and will publish the 
instructions each week in February, a few steps at a time. Bearly Threaded and Sew & Bee 
Cozy will sell kits for the mystery (minus the instructions, of course), and Bearly Threaded has 
offered free quilting for the mystery quilt to one lucky 
winner who has completed her quilt top by a specific 
deadline (date to be determined).

Have a wonderful Autumn!

P.S. I still have this pair of scissors with the green tape on 
it that was left in the Quarterdeck room at Retreat. Please 
let me know if it is yours.

Seward News
By

Sue Magyar

Hello from our damp haven here on the Eastern Peninsula!  The weather always seems 
to turn when the Silver Salmon Derby starts.  Ah well.  We’re inside playing with fabric anyway.  
Some of us do go fishing, there’s gardening and berry picking between the raindrops, all 
manner of things to do to clear our minds.  We just need to seek it out.

We have not been meeting at the same location, but have done at least one Zoom 
meeting per month.  It’s great to catch up with everyone, and find out what is going on at 
everyone’s home.  

Three of us participated in the Moda Grunge challenge through Sew’n Bee Cozy.  One 
of the criteria was, it has to be an original design.  Well, I had taken a class, and when I got 
back to finishing, I put my own twist on it.  To say it was planned would be a stretch.  It turned 
out fine, and that’s what I went with for this!  We’ll see what happens from here.
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While adult mask demand had been ebbing, the demand for kid’s masks has had a 
surge.  The Boys & Girls Club opened up, and requested masks from Seward Area Quilters.  We 
had pretty good response, and one of our quilters, Christiana Smith, has led that charge.  She’s 
also got good connections with the school.  Some of the inmates at Spring Creek Correctional 
Center have pledged to make some 700 children’s masks for the local schools.

Heather had seven volunteers to make another round of masks for use at the hospital.
We voted to keep going with our UFO contest for the year.  There they sit, waiting for us 

to pick them up again!!  We’ll get ‘er done!
As usual, we’ve got a number of Elizabeth Hartman fans, doing any number of fun 

things.  I think the Unicorn quilts are finishing up, and I’m not sure if they decided on goats, or 
what.  There’s also “Journey 2 Nebula” put on by Jaybird Quilts, “Jurassic Park Inspired Quilt-
Along” put on by Fandom in Stitches to name a few.  There are some teachers that a few of us 
follow:  Gudrun Erla, Pat Sloan, Debby Brown, Terri Atkinson, the list goes on.  So much to keep 
up on! 

We’re very excited by the projects that the Guild will be sharing, and can’t wait to add that 
to our projects.  This should keep us occupied, and happily stitching away.

We hope all of you are enjoying these fine months, going into fall.  Our hope is to be able 
to see you very soon, be it via Zoom, or in person, a few of you at a time!!

Seward News continued...

“What’s Happening”
By

Jan Wallace

Quilters are always curious about what’s new and what’s happening in the quilting world. 
Going to shows is limited by travel and cancellations, but there are some possibilities.
 
 IN ALASKA Fall 2020
Sept 4-29-- “Playing with Shapes” by Diane Melms
              Georgia Blue Gallery, 3555 Arctic Blvd C-5, Anchorage
               Wed-Sat 11-4
 
4 Alaskan Art Quilters were accepted in the Regional SAQA exhibit “Shifting Tides”. It is 
currently still scheduled to come to Alaska.
 
Sept- International Gallery of Contemporary Art
                  427 D Street, Anchorage         
                  Wed 12-4, Thurs 4-8, Fri & Sat 12-4

Oct  - Pratt Museum, 3779 Bartlett Street, Homer
                  Tues- Sat 12-5
 
OUT of ALASKAactually in cyberspace
 
Want to learn a new technique or history about quilting activities?
There are webinars on Fabric sourcing, how to use tools such as EQ7 or the TinLizzie, Story 
Swing coats about Civil Rights Era, etc.
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Go to the website of your favorite national group or museum and check out the current 
displays. Most of these are slide shows with close-ups sometimes. A few have videos to watch. 
Listed below are some sources.
 
www.quiltcon.com   “Quiltcon 2020 Winners”
www.quilts.com        check out Quilt Gallery
www.road2ca.com    look at 2020 Contest winners

www.saqa.com        “Layered and Stitched: 50 years of Innovative Art”
                  “Opposites Attract”
                    “Masterworks: Abstract and Geometric”
                    “Forced to Flee” -8 short videos
                    “Connecting Our Natural Worlds” -video
 
 

What's Happening continued...

 “POSTCARDS”
KPQG 2020 Challenge Blocks

 
The KPQG Challenge Blocks “Postcards” have found a display place! 
They are at River City Books in Soldotna from August 15-September 21.
Due to COVID issues there are fewer than usual, but they are wonderful as usual.
        The entrants are:
 
Janet Bacher                        “Greetings from the Yukon”
 
Janelle Marks                       “Sweet Paris”
 
Ruby Nofsinger                    “Hummingbird Migrating North”
 
Diane Owens                        “Joe’s Personalized Plate”
 
Ann- Lillian Schell                 “Home Sweet Home, Alaska”
 
Debbie Standefer                 “Thank You”
 
Jan Wallace                          “Ancient Flyways”
 
Kathy Wartinbee                   “School Closed On the Kenai River”              
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Book Look 
by

Kathleen Barkley

CHARM SCHOOL
18 Quilts from 5” Squares

by Vanessa Goertzen of Lella Boutique

Publisher: Stashbooks
an imprint of C&T Publishing

The book, Charm School, starts off providing 
basic information for beginning quilt makers and 
progresses to quilt making for all levels of 
experience. Each of the chapters builds on 
techniques taught in previous chapters and also 
introduces new techniques.
Charm School explores the many design 
possibilities that exist for just using the 5 x 5 square 
in simple designs.  Vanessa then shows how simple 
subcutting, fabric choice, and block setting can 
elevate the 5 x 5 square into something that looks 
complicated and with a modern twist.  As you progress through the chapters, Vanessa 
showcases new design possibilities including intersecting groups of lines, using rectangles to 
create more complex shapes, while stressing the importance of contrast as a design element. 
 Varying the temperatures of the colors and balance of light and dark is an essential ingredient to 
making a striking quilt that showcases your fabric and the design.

In 2010 Vanessa started a pattern company called Lella Boutique and she has published 
dozens of quilt and sewing patterns.  Vanessa began designing fabric for Moda Fabrics in 2013 
with her debut collection, Into the Woods.  

The photographs in Charm School were engaging as they give the reader a visual picture 
of the possibilities and various techniques.  Several of the quilt patterns were accompanied by a 
short humorous paragraph by Vanessa. She relates how she was inspired by her Mother, who 
was also a quilter; one who would fly through her housework so as to spend the day at her 
sewing machine.  I have included that paragraph below by Vanessa, along with a picture of her 
Lickety-Split Quilt.

Vanessa writes:
My mother once told me that when she got mad, she could clean 
the house in about 30 minutes.  We laugh about that, but she 
always figured that a dirty house was a barrier to what she really 
wanted to spend her time doing, and that’s why she cleaned it 
fast.  After the house was picked up, she spent the rest of the day 
at her sewing machine.  This little quilt (LicketySplit) reminds me 
of the old linoleum pattern we had to scrub before we could quilt 
and all the fun we used to have as we rushed to get it clean.
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