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Well, I’m still unpacking from our retreat in Homer, how about
you? Thank you Patrice, Alice, and all the ladies in Homer for
showing us such a great time. The hard work you did showed in the
gifts given to attendees, miniclasses, the mystery, and all the little
details, including the lovely cookies! It was so good to be able to see
our old friends, make new friends, and sew a little in between!! Our
hours spent at retreat will live on in our memories.
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Before the official start of retreat, we had an Executive Board
meeting. Besides the regular business (approving prior meeting
Quilting Pattern ----------- 8
minutes, reports from Officers and Committee Chairs, etc.) there were
a couple of new business items. Kathleen Barkley, our Vice President/
Education Chair had some changes to the current Education Chair S.O.P. (Standard Operating
Procedures). Much of this was to streamline and clarify the language. Other items under new
business were discussions on the retreat. Increasing the Registration Fee for future retreats was
approved. The fee has remained the same since we moved the retreat to Homer over 12 years ago,
yet the costs keep going up. We voted for a $20.00 increase, bringing the total Registration fee to
$150.00. The TShirts will remain $20.00. It has also been decided to have only one Retreat
Scholarship per year instead of two. Next year’s dates have been decided, so mark your calendars
for February 21  23, 2020.
On Saturday, April 27th, we have our Annual
Meeting at Christ Lutheran Church in Soldotna. The
business meeting begins at 10:00. The agenda
includes reports from all Officers, a Report of the
Audit Committee, and an election. In odd numbered
years, the VicePresident/Education Chair and the
Secretary are up for either reelection or
replacement. Each of these offices are two year
terms. One has an option of being in office two
consecutive terms. Kathleen Barkley, our current
VicePresident/Education Chair has served two
terms, so her office is available. Heather Johnston,
our Secretary, has served one term. Heather has
expressed interest in continuing on as Secretary, and
we do have a candidate for VicePresident/Education
Chair. This is not to say that you cannot throw your
hat into the ring. At that point in the meeting, we
will ask for candidates from the floor, so if you feel
so inclined, we can have more than one candidate
per office and vote with a ballot. Also on the agenda
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is the big reveal of the 2019 KPQG Challenge Blocks. You have until this meeting to finish yours! There
will be more information about this elsewhere in the newsletter. We strive to keep the business meeting
short, and at the end of the meeting, there’s a Show & Share section where we get to show what we’ve
been working on, and a section where we can share any quilting related news. After a lovely lunch
(provided by Central Peninsula quilters, desserts provided by Homer quilters), we’ll have a demo on
making your own templates given by Linda Wagner. Sounds like a good technique!
Also, we have been told that there will be at least two teachers coming to Alaska from outside. One is a
Judy Niemeyer Certified Instructor who will be at Bearly Threaded Too in June. This is the same CI that
was in Homer the year before, thanks to Alice and Cinda taking a workshop in Montana…also, word is
out, through Seams Like Home newsletter that Tula Pink will be in Alaska at their shop in August. I’m
sure there will be more opportunities for quilty fun that will be brought up at the Annual Meeting.
Hope to see you all in April!

Vice President/Education Chair Report
by
Kathleen Barkley

Your Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild Education Committee met February 14th at Lands End Resort in
Homer. The Education Committee gave approval to enter into a contract with Dana Lewis. Dana will
teach a workshop to Guild members in July or August of 2020.
Barb Steckel will be teaching a 2day workshop on June 26 & 27, 2020. The cost for both Barb and
Dana’s 2day workshops is $65.00 for both days, including the $10.00 church room usage fee. Check the
September newsletter for pictures and the names of both workshops.
Don’t forget following our upcoming classes this summer, there will be a Trunk Show on Friday night
from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the vestry of Christ Lutheran Church, 128 North Soldotna Avenue, Soldotna.
This event is sponsored by the Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild and is open to the public at no charge.
Victoria Findlay Wolfe, June 21 & 22
Pam Ventgen, July 26 & 27
Nancy Mathew, August 23 & 24
Linda Wagner has graciously agreed to give a
demonstration on making templates following the
April 27th General Membership Meeting at Christ
Lutheran Church in Soldotna. No supplies are needed to
learn this great, cost saving technique. You will be
surprised!
If you have any suggestions for teachers or workshops
you would like to see brought to the membership, please
contact one of your Education Committee members:
Alice Krivitsky, Cathy Howlett, Barb Steckel, Sue
Magyar, Karrie Youngblood, Cheri Worley, Donna
Glenz, or Lorna Kramer.
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KPQG Retreat Update
By
Patrice Krant & Alice Krivitsky

If you were at the retreat, you don’t need me to recount how much fun it was. If you weren’t, we
are sorry you missed it! We had a great time at Land’s End in Homer, where the universe provided
amazing sunrises and sunsets over the mountains and a little bit of every kind of weather one could want.
I won’t say the weekend went off without a hitch, since we are still missing Jodi Marker’s long
sleeve tee shirt, but you will be happy to know Cinda Martin’s pattern was returned  thank you, whoever
took it home accidentally and mailed it back to me. So we are left with just one mystery: if you didn’t
order and pay for a tee shirt, but found a longsleeve size M in your registration bag  it belongs to Jodi
Marker.
But other than those issues, the weekend went very well. A few things were new and seemed to be
wellreceived, including having brunch on Sunday instead of breakfast and lunch; taking our group photo
before lunch on Saturday instead of after dinner; holding only two “Show & Tell” sessions so you could
spend more time sewing; the “Free to a Good Home” box, which was busy each day; and offering a ladies
style tee shirt, which 14 of us ordered.
By now you have read in Sue’s guild president report that the registration fee for the retreat, which
has not been raised in more than ten years, is going to be increased by $20 to $150 per person. The primary
reason is that the cost of catering the food at Land’s End, our biggest expense, has gone up each year. For
example, the cost per person for food at our retreat was $96 in 2017, $115 in 2018, and $117 in 2019 (it
was even higher until we eliminated one meal on Sunday).
In no particular order, Alice and I have a few people to thank for the success of our 2019 retreat:
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To Margaret Lau, for the daily batch of “gingerslap” cookies
To Piama Svoboda and Karrie Youngblood, for teaching the miniclasses on how to use the
Stripology ruler and how to make that adorable fabric box
To Janet Bacher and friends for our daily dance/stretching/exercise breaks
To the Kachemak Bay Quilters for making all the attendee gifts and to Carol Renfrew and Charlene
Ditton for coordinating that project
To the Kachemak Bay Quilters for making and donating door prizes for retreat attendees
To Sue Magyar and Kathleen Barkley for taking our oftenstressed phone calls all year (well, the
calls from Patrice were stressed; Alice was always cool!)
To Charlene Ditton for decorating our new “It’s Not My Thing, But It Could Be Yours” box
To everyone who brought a teddy bear or stuffed animal for children affected by domestic violence
To everyone who made a Quilt of Valor block  we may get two quilts out of them!
To Jeanne Acton and the staff at Bearly Threaded, for bringing the fabric, kits, notions, etc. to
tempt us  and for the big sale on Sunday!
To our other sponsors, Ulmer’s, J&H, Sew & Bee Cozy, and Homer Dental Center for door prizes
To Jan Wallace for remembering recycling bins  then taking the recycling bins with her  and for
bringing & hanging the guild’s banner
To Margaret Lau for coordinating Mauricio the Masseuse’s schedule; and to Mauricio for making
our backs, necks, arms and hands feel wonderful all weekend
To Charlene Ditton’s grandchildren for collecting and painting quilt blocks on our “Homer Rocks”
To Linda Wagner for choosing, coordinating and raffling off the Primrose and Alaska Animal
blocks and collecting the QOV blocks
To J&H Sewing & Vacuum for donating the prewound bobbins to all and the $700 Brother Scan
& Cut machine  which Kate McNulty is still shocked she won!
To Karrie Youngblood and Loraine Murphy for coordinating our Show & Tell sessions
To Dana Lewis for another unique, enviable tee shirt design and for managing the tee shirt project
with Alaska Reprographics
To Louise Kempker for picking up and bringing the big box of tee shirts from Anchorage to Homer
 and we’re glad there was still room for your sewing machine in the car!
To Jane Regan for bringing Colleen James to tell us about the Haven House process for children
affected by domestic violence, and for collecting and storing all the teddy bears and stuffed animals
awaiting a small quilt and distribution to Haven House
To Karrie Youngblood, Margaret Lau, Jan Mosher and others who brought their personal cutting
mats, irons, design walls and lamps for all to use. (Good news  we just purchased four big new cutting
mats for next year!)
To Jan Mosher for printing all of the registration packets, updates, and class handouts
To Karrie Youngblood, Shirley Svoboda and Piama Svoboda for the very engaging  and swift 
gift exchange on Saturday night. (Inside joke: You’re right, everyone left loved it!)
To Heather Johnston for making the pineapple block we each signed  and for agreeing to keep
doing it for the next two years!
To the bald eagle who sat patiently outside the window by the cutting table while we took its
picture
To Dani Mains for the steady supply of gummy bear “medicine” that kept me from catching the
cold that was spreading around the room
And last, but by no means least, from Patrice to Alice:
Thank you for cochairing the retreat with me and especially for coordinating the collecting,
donating, making, storing, wrapping and raffling off 60 door prizes.
We already can’t wait for next year’s retreat, which will be February 2123, 2020.
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KPQG 2019
Challenge Blocks
Theme: “Movement”
Size:
14” x 18” or 18” x 14”
Timeline:
Parameters announced at October 2018 meeting.
Finished challenge blocks due at April 2019 meeting.
Blocks will be displayed in various venues in all 3 regions (Seward, Homer, Central Peninsula).
Blocks will be returned to owners at the October 2019 meeting.
Construction:
Each block is an individual quilt.
The quilt may be finished anyway you choose.
No sleeve is required.
Any quilting technique is encouraged.
Feel free to use embellishments, dyes, stencils, and/or stitching to add interest.
Simple pieced traditional patterns will work fine or create your own design.
Label your quilt with title of quilt, your name, location and year.

Homer News
By
Piama Svoboda
In January, while one of us was in Europe visiting friends (bad timing, oops!), we had the “9 Women/9
Quilts” show at the Homer Council on the Arts. Everyone said it was a great show and we hope you all
were able to stop by while up here for the retreat. It showcased each row quilt done by 9 of us. It was
great to see them all hung up together and to see the consistencies of everyone's style in their rows in each
quilt.
We have donated a group of quilts, along with some teddy bears with
teddy bear quilts, to the family of the Coast Guard member, Michael
Kozloski, who was killed in a work related accident at the end of
January. We were happy to provide his family with some form of
comfort.
Speaking of teddy bear quilts, we have accumulated many teddy bears
that are now quiltless, so if anyone has any interest in donating a
small quilt to wrap one of these furry little guys in, we would be
grateful! They are taking over Jane's basement. Thank you everyone
for your donations! Haven House will be thrilled.
We are already working on/thinking about working on gifts for next
year's retreat! The fun never ends.... Actually, we are enjoying it, so
it's ok! Our next big feat is the Mother's Day show in May, so we are also starting to get serious about
that.
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And now for some fun quilting facts!
1. According to dictionary.com the word “quilt” dates back to around 1250 AD.
2. Quilters Newsletter published a study in 2010 which said that there are 21 million quilters in the US.
They are predominately female and their average age is 62.
3. The Chinese and Egyptians were the first to sew three layers of fabrics together to form a quilt.
4. The first rotary cutter was invented in 1979 by Olfa for garment making. Soon after quilters started
realizing the advantages of it.
5. The first spools for thread were invented in the 1820s and used birch wood.

Seward News
By
Sue Magyar
We’ve had a fairly busy winter. Currently 36 baby welcome wagon quilts on hand, 6 dog beds waiting to
be delivered, working on building up a supply of quilts for Mountain Haven nursing home, etc.
The fun things people are doing are Lisa Hartman’s swans, finishing Bonnie Hunter mysteries (Good
Fortune or On Ringo Lake, or back farther!!), trying to get a fresh start on our UFO’s pending, and join
together in a plan to finish, and following Gudrun Erla and joining in on her Quilt A Longs. Very fun
stuff! Heather is our leader on UFO’s, encouraging us, and keeping us updated on how many have been
finished so far. Also, letting us know we have “X” number of days before this deadline or that!!! It’s not
an easy job, probably similar to herding cats, but Heather is doing a great job, resulting in some VERY
OLD UFO’s coming out into the daylight!
There have been some donations to Quilts for Heroes from this area, and we’re going to be keeping that at
the front of our minds going forward.
We’ve been asked to do quilts for the new apartments for the hospital. We’ll have a pattern & fabric ready
to go on March 3rd Sunday Sew. Should knock out all 4 tops…many hands make light work.
Sheila has a list of classes planned for March and April (including an appliqué class taught by our Deb!!).
Also we have a retreat at Seward Resort at the end of March. Wow. Then onward to new shiny baubles
(aka fabric)!
Fun fun!!

Hospitality
By
Sharon Hale

A reminder for the Homer folks to bring dessert and Central Peninsula to bring a main
dish to our April 27th meeting.
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