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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jan Wallace 

 

Sharing and Connecting 
 

The Fiber Art Festival in May was an opportunity to 
connect with a variety of folks who enjoy and use fiber in many 
ways. KPQG had an informational booth highlighted by sharing 
our first “Challenge Squares” with the Water theme. 

 
Our challenge squares were then displayed at the “Art 

Quilts Extraordinaire Exhibit” at the Kenai Fine Arts Center in 
June. Homer will have them on display in July and Seward in 
August. They will be returned to their creators at the October 
meeting. The challenge squares committee of Dani Mains, 
Tonilyn Spring, Sharon Hale and Karrie Youngblood will be 
determining the parameters for the 2016 Challenge, which will be 
announced at the fall meeting. 

 
At the June Executive Board meeting I appointed 2 new 

chair people. Barb Steckel will be co-chair with Adam Bauer on 
website/media. Karrie Youngblood was appointed as Member 
at Large to represent Homer area on the board (Dana Lewis is 
moving out of state due to family needs). These appointments 
are to support the connections among all our members. 

 

Another way to share and connect is for the guild to serve 

as a conduit among the service quilt groups to provide 

comforting quilts for people who are experiencing challenges and 

accomplishments in their lives. Communication is vital to provide 

opportunities and support for all of us and our communities. 

 

  June 2015 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Kathleen Barkley, Vice President 

 
Bonnie Hunter’s Texas Tumbleweeds Class, from her book, “More Adventures 
with Leaders and Enders" and her Saturday class, Smith Mountain Morning, from 
“Scraps & Shirttails 2” was well attended and enjoyed by all the participants.  Check 
out the pictures from Bonnie’s Trunk Show and the class on pages 8-10 of this month's 
KPQG Newsletter.  Sixty-two people attended Bonnie Hunter’s Trunk Show. 
 
 
Don’t forget Anelie Belden’s two-day class, "Thoroughly Modern Dresden", 
scheduled for August 7 & 8 at Christ Lutheran Church in Soldotna.  The classes start at 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm Friday and Saturday.  Friday evening, starting at 7:00 pm, there 
will be a lecture and a Trunk Show open to the public at no cost.  Anelie Belden 
comes to us from Volcano, California.  Anelie began her sewing career working in the 
fashion industry.  After owning her own quilt shop and teaching classes, Anelie began 
designing quilts.  Her piecing technique has been demonstrated on “The Quilt Show”, 
which stars Alex Anderson and Ricky Tims.  Anelie Belden has taught at Quilt 
Guilds throughout the country and the Houston Quilt Festival.  Her quilts have been 
featured in Quiltmaker’s Magazine and The Art of the Quilt Calendar. 
 
 
The Guild will be sponsoring Susan Else, a soft sculpture artist and teacher, on May 
20-21, 2016.  Susan will be teaching a hands-on workshop exploring techniques for 
making organic 3D in fabric.  Check out her website at www.susanelse.com  A trunk 
show is scheduled for Friday evening.   
 
 
Much thanks to Barb Steckel for all her help in my transition to Vice 
President/Education Chair.  Barb’s knowledge and understanding of the process and 
recruitment of instructors is invaluable and I appreciate her input and that of our 
membership.  If anyone has any suggestions for instructors/classes they would like to 
see the Guild sponsor, please bring it to the attention of the Education 
Committee.  Your Education Committee members are Sue Magyar, Barb Steckel, Alice 
Krivitsky, Cathy Howlett, Donna Glenz, Lorna Kramer, and Cheri Worley.            
 

http://www.susanelse.com/
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By-Law Changes 
 

The Executive Board proposes the following By-Law change to the membership 
for approval at the October 2015 Annual Membership meeting.  Strike Through 
indicates removal from the By-Laws.  Italics indicates a change in By-Laws. 
  
ARTICLE 4 – Officers 
Section 5: Duties of Officers and Committee Chairs shall follow the Policies and 
Procedures for their respective position. 
 
Section 5 (m): KENAI PENINSULA STATE FAIR QUILT SHOW CHAIR shall 
coordinate the quilt show at the Kenai Peninsula State Fair. 
  
Section 5 (m): WEBSITE CHAIR shall research and/or coordinate the establishment, 
maintenance and updating of the Guild’s website. 
  

 

 
 

Seward Quilting News 
By Sue Magyar 

The days are getting longer and the weather is getting better.  There’s a slight 
shifting of gears, or at least thoughts in that direction - from quilting to gardening, 
company from outside, trips to visit loved ones, SUMMER!!!  Until then, we’re involved 
in quite a number of projects over here in Seward.  There have been classes that 
several of us have taken.  Barb Steckel’s Brit’s Blitz and Karrie Youngblood’s 
Feathered Star class.  Tammy’s leading the block of the month and that’s coming 
along very well.  Baby welcome wagon quilts are keeping up with the population so 
far!  There have been some really cute patterns that go together quickly, and we hear 
from PJ Bauer that the efforts are very much appreciated.  Some of us got the 
opportunity to visit Homer and their wonderful quilt show.  I’ve got the winning ticket for 
one of the quilt raffles over there, I’m sure!  The Homer quilters do a fantastic job of 
putting on the event, and supplying the show with some very lovely creations.   
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Homer Quilting News 
By Patrice Krant 

 
 

We have been very productive lately! While welcoming one or more of our 
snowbirds back each week, we were also busy in April preparing for our annual 
Mother’s Day/Shorebird Festival Quilt Show on May 9 and 10. There were 66 quilts 
in this year’s show, ranging in size from table runners and small wall-hangings to king-
size bed quilts, and more than 300 show visitors. Viewer’s Choice awards were given 
in several categories, including Birds of Kachemak Bay. Since the quilt show coincides 
with Homer’s annual Shorebird Festival, this category attracts lots of passionate 
viewers and votes. 
 

In addition to individual quilts of all sizes, we produced numerous “cash & carry” and 
silent auction items for the quilt show, including Kindle/iPad rests, placemats with 
matching napkins, table runners, sea star pincushions, and reusable shopping bags. 
The cash and carry table is very popular with quilt show attendees. 
 

In April, we had the first of our two 3-day spring retreats at the Alaska Bible Institute. 
The April session typically focuses on readying quilts for the quilt show, and this year 
was no exception. Several of us were also working on Judy Niemeyer quilt 
“homework” between paper-piecing classes we are taking with Karrie Youngblood. 
The pace was noticeably slower in the post-show May session, as UFOs were tackled 
and new projects designed. 
 

On May 4, about a dozen of us attended the annual “Quilters Tea” at the Pratt 
Museum in Homer. This is a very nice - and quite tasty - event to thank us for creating 
and donating a beautiful quilt to the Pratt each year to be raffled off as a fundraiser for 
the museum. In addition to the 2015 “Latitude 59 Kachemak Bay” group quilt, which 
was unveiled at the Quilters Tea and now hangs in the Pratt until the drawing in 
December, a stunning quilt designed, hand-quilted, and donated by Eileen Wythe is 
the 2015 “bonus” quilt; people who purchase five raffle tickets for the group quilt will 
get one raffle ticket for a separate drawing for Eileen’s quilt. Raffle tickets are on sale 
at the Pratt Museum during regular hours and will also be available at the Patrons of 
the Pratt (POPS) table at the Homer Farmer’s Market on Saturdays this summer and 
the Nutcracker Faire in December. 
 

One last thing: thank you to the annual KPQG retreat organizers for getting us in the 
habit of saving scraps and threads in a pillow case to be sewn shut when full to make a 
dog bed for the local animal shelter. Linda Wagner has us all continuing the practice 
at our weekly sewing sessions, and many of us are collecting scraps all week to add to 
the pillowcase on Thursdays. It’s remarkable how fast we can fill up a pillow case/dog 
bed when we all contribute! 
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A Retreat Treat! 

By Jody Nelson 

You might be the lucky winner…. 

 

The Board of Directors keeps trying to think of things that will benefit the KPQG 
membership.  This year something new is in the works. 

 

At the October 2015 meeting, all members’ names that have a current 2016 paid 
membership, will be put into a container and the lucky person’s name drawn will 

win the following worth $350.00: 

 
1.  Retreat registration (worth $130) 
2. Retreat t-shirt (worth $20) 
3. 2 nights of the retreat (Friday & Saturday) single waterside room at 

Land’s End (worth $180) 
4. $20 (given in cash at the Retreat). 

 

You need not be present to win.  This award does not have any monetary value if 
not used and is only for the February 2016 retreat. 

The member has the right to give this retreat drawing to another current guild 
member.  They just have to inform the Retreat Committee of the person who they 
would like to pass it along to.  The retreat committee needs to know no later than 
December 31, 2015, if you plan to pass the drawing along. 

 

Good Luck. 
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