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President's report
By Sue Magyar

First of all, I’d like to thank you all for nominating and 
electing me President of KPQG.  While I am not as visionary 
as previous Presidents, I can hold the reins while the chariot 
charges off into new directions!

Second, thanks to Vicki Steik, our outgoing President, 
now our Immediate Past President!  Vicki, you have always 
been an inspiration, and I know I speak for all of us when I say 
thank you for your leadership!

This is the season when we get to witness some 
wonderful things.  Recently a group of us traveled to Homer 

for their Mother’s Day Kachemak Bay Quilt Show, and it was worth the drive from 
Seward!  Fabulous!  There’s a list of events on the Home page of KPQG.org.  Plus, 
there’s so much more in each community.  Take time to find these displays and shows. 
 You’ll uncover gems, I guarantee.

We’ve got three great classes brought to you by the Guild.  The first of those is 
Jean Ann Wright.  Kathleen’s Vice President’s Report will give more detail to all of that. 
 Kathleen is blessed with an Education Committee who consider all your suggestions, 
and instruct Kathleen with whom to enter into a contract.

We’re almost halfway through the year, and are preparing for an Executive Board 
Meeting Saturday, June 2nd.  These meetings are necessary for us to keep the wheels 
on and turning, and do fine tuning so that everything appears effortless.  Every position 
of the Board has a set of Standard Operating Procedures (or SOP’s) to help us, and 
future Board Members, operate in the best way for the Guild.  Some things are small. 
 We’ll be modifying two SOP’s to switch the responsibility of notifying the members of 
newly posted Newsletters.  Other modifications are to fill in any gaps so that operations 
can be smoother.  We’ll be modifying the Retreat SOP for clarification.  Per discussion at 
February’s Executive Board meeting, the following change will be added to the SOP: 
 “Only persons who have paid membership dues and the full Retreat Registration fee 
may attend.  This includes the period prior to the official start of the retreat in the 
Quarterdeck”.   In fairness, only those members who have paid both their membership 
dues and Retreat Registration fee should benefit from the experience of the Retreat. 
 This is the crazy fun we go through at Board meetings!  All members are welcome to 
attend.  

The Guild is a wonderful combination of members with many talents, strengths, 
likes and dislikes.  It’s such a treat to open one’s mind to new ways of doing things.  For 
those of you who are comfortable in your box, it isn’t that bad to peek your head out and 
take a look around!
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Vice President Report & Education Update
by Kathleen Barkley

Thanks goes to Barb Steckel for her talk and handout after the April 7th General 
Membership Meeting.  Barb shared Vicki Welsh’s method on how to best remove excess dye 
from a quilt and how prewashing fabric helps prevent the problem.  Thanks also to the Central 
Peninsula Guild members for hosting our membership to a great luncheon and our Homer Guild 
members for your fabulous desserts.  

Jean Ann Wright’s, June 15 & 16, Tropical Fruit Pineapple Quilt Class, is full with 20 
participants.  Doris Lane has generously volunteered her home and transportation to and from 
class during Jean Ann’s visit.  Lorna Kramer is our class Angel.  Our thanks to both of you.

Maggie Ball’s, July 20 & 21, Bargello Quilts with a Twist Class, has 17 participants 
and there are only 3 spaces left.  Thanks goes to Marguerita McManus for picking up Maggie 
Ball and providing her transportation during her stay and volunteering to be our class Angel.  For 
those of you who have signed up for Maggie’s class, your requirements for the class will 
be distributed during the week of June 1.

Gudrun Erla's, August 31 & September 1, Lexie or Kira Class, has 15 participants 
with space for 5 more.

In 2019, Victoria Findlay Wolfe, will be our June 21 & 22 instructor.  In July the Guild 
has Pam Ventgen teaching a class July 26 & 27 and Nancy Mathew will teach a Guild class 
August 16 & 17.  Each of these instructors were entered into contracts with the approval of your 
Education Committee at the request of Guild members.  The class projects will be nominated by 
the Education Committee members in the next couple months.  The Committee bases their 
selections on what would most benefit and be of interest to the membership as a whole. 

In 2020, Barb Steckel will be a featured instructor.  I have also been approached by 
different Guild members to see if paper piecing Diva, Carol Doak or Edyta Sitar of Laundry 
Basket Quilts, Sujata Shah of The Root Connection & Cultural Fusions, or fabric designer Tula 
Pink, can teach a class(es) for our Guild.

If you have a suggestion for a particular quilt instructor(s), please let a member of your 
Education Committee know.  Your Education Committee members are:  Cheri Worley, Cathy 
Howlett, Sue Magyar, Barb Steckel, Donna Glenz, Alice Krivitsky, Lorna Kramer and 
Kathleen Barkley. 

Central Peninsula, Homer, & Seward Guild members, it is not too early to be thinking 
about our November, “Getting Ready for Christmas” agenda.  I’ll be checking back in before 
the next newsletter with each area to see what fun project you want to demonstrate and share 
with your fellow Guild members.  Seward Guild members will be responsible for a short project 
or technique following our October Guild Meeting.

Kate McNult
yChallenge Bird quilts1st Place Patrice Krant
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Central Peninsula News
By Jan Wallace

Kenai River Quilt Walk
To see incredible variety of quilts and wall hangings visit Soldotna from July 1-31 for the 

Kenai River Quilt Walk.
Passports can be picked up and returned at the Chamber office or any of the participating 

businesses. Each of these businesses donates a prize worth $100 or more. To qualify for 
drawing you only have to get stamps from 12 of the businesses. If you are out of town and win a 
prize they will mail it to you.

What a great excuse for a road trip!

Soldotna Progress DaysJuly 2829
There will be a Craft Bazaar and Quilt Show at the Soldotna Senior Center on Saturday 

28th from 10am to 4pm.

Also Saturday July 28 is the last day to enter an original art quilt for the Art Quilts 
Extraordinaire show at the Kenai Fine Art Center.

Seward News
By Sue Magyar

Greetings from the Eastern Peninsula!  We’ve all grown webbing between our toes, and 
some of us have the faint beginning of gills!  That might just be shadow.  To say we’ve had a 
slow start to spring may just be an understatement.  While we usually get our hummingbirds in 
late April, the little tykes didn’t show up until close to Mother’s Day weekend.  Enough about our 
troubles - we’ll turn that frown into a smile and grow rice in the paddies that have formed!  OR 
cranberries in the bogs!  Stand by for more news on that front…

As for more pleasurable pursuits, Donna Glenz just met with PJ Bauer, and turned over 
31 baby quilts and several receiving blankets.  This builds up the supply, and a few are slated to 
be delivered to new little members of our communities very soon.  PJ had also informed Donna 
of the resurgence of efforts for foster kids.  I don’t know all the details, but she spoke of an 
organization called ACES (Adverse Childhood Experiences), and PJ’s position at Seaview 
Community Services will be involved to a degree.  At least one organization in town (Rotary) will 
be pitching in with backpacks, and PJ thinks a quilt would be a welcome possession for these 
kids, something of their own to take with them.  Donna agrees, and Seward Quilters should have 
no problems supplying that need.  This should keep us going!  As a byproduct of all this activity, 
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Donna has delivered seven dog and cat beds made of our scraps to the Seward Animal Shelter.
July will bring the mid-point of the UFO contest.  Heather Johnston will be back from 

driving up the AlCan, and will no doubt be organizing a party and awards to those people who 
have knocked a few quilts off their UFO list.  Yikes!  I’d better get upstairs and put those backs 
together!!!

There will be three mini classes to keep interests up this summer.  We’re still sewing on 
Wednesday nights and every other Sunday.  The Seward Area Quilters has a Facebook page, 
and when the sewing room is open, we usually get a notification.  If you’re in the neighborhood, 
stop by for quilting, or call ahead and we can meet up - perhaps at Sew’n Bee Cozy!  

Seward News continued...

Homer News
By Piama Svoboda

We all survived the annual Mother's Day 
show!  I think I have finally recovered from not only 
my first attendance of one but also from being one of 
the two people in charge of the silent auction and 
cash & carry portion of the show.  Elaine and I 
seemed to do pretty well, thanks to all the help from 
the previous coordinators, Carol and Charlene.  
Thanks again for all your help ladies!  

I have to say, I was very impressed by all of our 
talented and very productive quilters.  Does anyone 
else feel like you should only sleep about 2 hours a 
night to get all the quilting you want done?  I think 
some of our girls must do that because there is no 
way I could ever accomplish all they have done in the 
past year!  We raised an impressive amount of money 
to help us fund our charity quilts for mainly Haven 
House and house fire victims.   We had approximately 
400 people attend and 72 entries for them to see.  If 
any of you made it down here for the show, I hope 
you enjoyed it as much as I did!  

As usual, everyone 
who attended was 
encouraged to vote on 
their favorites for each category.  I was amused to see how 
seriously many people took voting and how much pressure they put 
on themselves    to choose the “correct” winners!  Many people 
were repeat attendees, which was nice to see too.  As for the 
winners, our first and second place winners of the large bed quilt 
category were mother and daughter duo Cinda Martin and Alice 
Krivitsky. Cinda won first place (her winning quilt is pictured here) 
and Alice won second.  In third place we have the lovely Kaffe 
Fassett quilt from Jan Mosher.  All of the winners in the previously 
mentioned category were quilted by Karrie Youngblood.

In the other categories we have the small bed quilts:
1st place – Sherry Broome, 2nd and 3rd place – Nancy Larsen.  

Large Bed Quilts  

1st Place Cinda Martin

Wall Hangings

1st Place Enid Keyes
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Then for the wall hangings we have: 1st and 2nd 
place – Enid Keyes, 3rd place Kate McNulty.  In 
the “other” category we have: 1st - Peggy Parsons, 
2nd – Piama Svoboda, 3rd - Jan Mosher.  And 
finally, in the challenge quilts (the bird quilts) we 
have: 1st - Patrice Krant, 2nd – Piama Svoboda, 
3rd – Nancy Larsen.                

After the exhausting yet fun weekend of the 
Mother's Day show we had one of our ABI open 
sew weekends.  That was a much needed fun 
weekend!  It was also nice to take a break from 
making things for the quilt show and make some 
things for ourselves.  Some people, however, did 
work on the star blocks we are working on for a 
group charity quilt.  Some of us tackled paper-
piecing for the first time to do these.  Everyone 
ended up making beautiful blocks, despite some 
frustrations from the first timers.  Hopefully now 
they are more confident in their paper- piecing 
skills!  Carol is nice enough to have made the 
sashing and borders for the quilt.    

Those of us who made Quilts of Valor are 
also finishing them up in preparation for the Fourth 
of July parade here in Homer.  We are planning on 

having a float and wearing them to show them off.  We 
are hoping for no rain and wind!  We don't want any dye 
running (yes, they will be pre-washed!) or Superman 
capes flying all over the place.  The next step is to 
present them to their veterans. 
We also had a “thank you” lunch at the Pratt Museum 
for our annual Pratt quilt donation. They had a cake that 
had a picture of the whole quilt on it and served us each 
the block we had done. It was very cute!  

Small Bed Quilts 

1st Place Sherry Broome

 Enid Keyes

Alice Krivitsky
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Quilts with Style

By Gudrun Erlas

Published by Leisure Arts 2015

I had the opportunity to enjoy a trunk 
show and demonstration by Gudrun Erla 
last year.  After seeing her quilts and 
watching her demonstrations I was 
inspired.  I have made two of her quilts now, 
and one is from this book.  It is called Sand 
Dollar.  It’s not yet quilted, but it is hanging 
on my design wall and I love it.

Most of the patterns in this book are 
pretty simple.  I was able to use mostly 
precuts for both the quilts I made.  That 
made them fast and convenient.  Her 
instructions are very good and fabric 
requirements were accurate.   She shows 
each quilt in at least two versions, one she 
calls traditional and the other modern.  I like 
seeing them in two very different styles.  
There are also multiple size options for 
each pattern.  

I’m liking her style and there is 
definitely another Gudrun Erla quilt in my 
future.  I hope you take advantage of the chance to see her in Alaska later this summer.   I find 
myself looking/wishing on a trip to Iceland with her as my guide… check out her website.     
I do not find this book on her website, but Amazon has it for a very good price.   Enjoy. 

Corrections: none listed for this book at https://gequiltdesigns.com/. 
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Book Look
By Dana C Lewis

Piama Svob
oda

Other quilted items1st Place Peggy Parson
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We will be placing an order for vests and denim shirts with the guild logo on them in 
August.  If you are interested in ordering, please complete this form and send it with your 
check to:
 Cathy Howlett,
 232 Stacy Drive,
 Soldotna, AK 99669 

by July 31, 2018.   If you have questions, please call Cathy at 907 260  4634.  

Denim Shirt:
Sizes SXL $25.00 Size 2X     $27.00

           Size 3X         $29.00           Size 4X     $31.00

Vest
Sizes SXL   $30.00  Size 2X     $34.00

           Sizes 3X      $36.00
Colors:  Black, Navy, True Royal

Name: ____________________________________

Denim Shirt:  Size ___________ Vest: Size ____________
         Color _____________

Nancy Larson
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My Wife, the Quilter

She learned to quilt on Monday.  Her stitches were very fine.  She forgot to thaw out 
dinner, so we went out to dine.

She quilted miniatures Tuesday.  She says they are a must.  They really were quite 
lovely, but she forgot to dust.

On Wednesday, it was a sampler.  She says the stipplin’s fun.  What highlights!  Oh what 
shadows!  But the laundry wasn’t done.

Her charm quilt was on Thursday.  Green patches, blue and red.  I guess she really was 
engrossed; she never made the bed.

It was wall hangings on Friday, in colors she adores.  But she never seemed to notice 
the crumbs on all the floors.

I found a maid on Saturday!  My week is now complete.  My wife can quilt the hours 
away; the house will still be neat.

Well, it’s already Sunday, I think I’m about to wilt.  I cursed, I raved, I rantedThe MAID 
has learned to Quilt!
                       (Author unknown) Thanks to The Country Register of Illinois

Jan Mosher Jan Mosher

Nancy Lars
en Piama Svoboda
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Inheritance: Makers. Memory. Myth
by Amy Meissner at the Anchorage Museum 
On display until August 26
 
Artist Amy Meissner explores domesticity and motherhood. She describes herself as a 
memoirist, whose preferred medium is textiles and preferred language is the stitch. Her 
materials are vintage, discarded or found linens used to shape a narrative or myth for each 
artwork. 

Amy Meissner has shown her work internationally, most 
recently in Karachi, Pakistan, with work in the permanent 
collection at the Anchorage Museum and commissioned 
public art installed in three Alaska libraries. Her 
background is in clothing design, children's book 
illustration and creative writing.

These pieces need to be seen to appreciate the creativity 
of a current artist respecting the history of our mothers and grandmothers. This show honors the 
traditional while incorporating the dimensionality of contemporary installations. It is well worth a 
visit this summer. (P.S. the other exhibits are very amazing also)
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/exhibits/inheritance-makers-memory-myth/
 

https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/exhibits/inheritance-makers-memory-myth/

