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President’s Report
Retrospective

By Jan Wallace, KPQG president

As the outgoing president of KPQG, I am inspired and humbled
by all the guild related events that have occurred in the last four
years. I have witnessed the numerous times our members have
stepped up to insure success of the many opportunities we
have provided for our membership. Examples extend from
individuals who have shown up early to help set up for
workshops to establishing a website to keep our members and
other interested people informed of KPQG events and
opportunities. Thank you.
Thank you to all the officers and chairpersons who each do their
jobs so efficiently. The education committee especially

continues to seek out challenging/enjoyable teachers to satisfy needs for traditional quilters to
experimental quilters. They have also done an excellent job of incorporating our own
members to provide instruction at membership meetings and “Getting Ready for Christmas”
programs.
Thanks to all of you who have shared your talent with us.
Thank you to the secretary, treasurer, and membership chair who maintain the organizational
details so that we are continually aware of the growth and financial health of KPQG. To the
newsletter chair and all the contributors, I appreciate the part you play in keeping us
all informed and educated.
A special thanks to all the members who have made the last four retreats such enjoyable and
productive events. The historical overviews presented at this spring retreat provided such a
heartfelt view of our guild in our 20 years as an organization.
I appreciate each and every one who has extended yourself to help make KPQG such a
viable organization. I would encourage each of you to consider taking a turn at a leadership or
committee position. It is such an opportunity to learn and grow as a person.
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Vice President/Education Report
Kathleen Barkley

Upcoming Classes:

Susan Else’s May 2021, 2016 class, “3D Adventures  Beasts in the Jungle” is fast
approaching. A signup sheet for Susan Else’s workshop will be available at the Guild meeting.
Susan will also be giving a lecture presentation with digital images on “Off the Wall: Quilting
in Three Dimensions”. The class is limited to twenty students and fourteen students have
signed up so far. Check out her designs at www.susanelse.com. There is a $70.00 charge for
the twoday class. Can’t make the Guild meeting? If you are interested, contact Sue Magyar by
email at Magyar@arctic.net to signup and if you have signed up but haven’t paid yet, please
mail your check for $70.00, payable to KPQG, to Sue at P.O. Box 1617, Seward, Alaska 99664.
Your supply list will be emailed to you.

Jacquie Gering, www.tallgrassprairiestudios.blogspot.com, will be here August 26 & 27, 2016.
So far, nineteen students have enrolled. The first day Jacquie will be teaching a "Stitch and
Flip Improvisation" technique and day two will be "Creating Quilting with Your Walking
Foot". Check out Jacquie’s website for additional information on her designs.

Other instructors that have expressed an interest in coming to Alaska and teaching our Guild
new classes & techniques are: Joan Shay, www.petalplay.com, Deb Tucker,
https://www.studio180design.net/aboutus/, Cynthia England, www.englanddesign.com, Maggie
Ball, www.dragonflyquilts.com, & Gudrun Erla, www.gequiltdesigns.com
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KPQG members have also suggested checking with Jean Ann
Wright, of “Curvy Log Cabins”.

Jean Ann’s quilts are often featured on the cover of
popular quilt magazines; Quilter’s World, Easy Quilts,
The Quilter’s Magazine, Christmas Quilts, The Quilter

& check out

Chris Lynn Kirsch, clkquilt@gmail.com & paper piecer,
Carol Doak, www.caroldoak.com

If anyone has any suggestions for instructors/classes they
would like to see the Guild sponsor, please bring it to the
attention of the Education Committee. Your Education
Committee members are Sue Magyar, Barb Steckel, Alice
Krivitsky, Cathy Howlett, Donna Glenz, Lorna Cramer, and
Cheri Worley.
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Hospitality

By Sharon Hale

A reminder to the central peninsula members to bring food for the pot luck for the April 2nd
annual meeting.
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Calendar of Events
• Sat April 4, 2016  10:00 am to 4:00 pm Annual Meeting

• Sat/Sun May 7/8 2016 Homer Quilt show

• Fri May 20 2016 Susan Else Class
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RETREAT UPDATE

By Sue Magyar & Kathleen Barkley

We want to thank our many volunteers that contributed to making the 2016 Retreat a weekend
filled with friendship, fun, & laughter. Also, many thanks to those of you who gave your time,
talents, fabric and donated gifts that were distributed at the KPQG’s 20th Annual Retreat. We
thank SewnBee Cozy, Robin’s Place Fabrics, Bearly Threaded and Ulmer’s for their generous
donations.

Some of you requested more information about the mystery quilt. The link below is the location
of the mystery quilt done this year. From this page, click “Photos  2014 Two Color Mystery
Quilt”. At the top you have the option to download the clues in English or German.

https://carterquilter.wordpress.com/

The link below is a tutorial on how to do a facing on a quilt (or a nonbinding binding!)

http://thesillyboodilly.blogspot.com/2012/09/tutorialsuperdupereasywaytoface.html

The next is a tutorial on flange binding  this is all the rage in Homer!!

http://www.52quilts.com/2012/05/tuesdaytutorialsusiesmagicbinding.html

Mark your calendars for the 2017 KPQG Retreat scheduled for Friday, February 17, ending
Sunday, February 19, at Land’s End Resort in Homer. The Retreat is limited to 60
participants. Fill out the 2017 Membership Form & the Retreat Registration Form when they
come out in the KPQG September 2016 newsletter. Mail your Membership Form and a check to
Cathy Howlett and your Retreat Registration Form and a check to Sue Magyar and we will
look forward to seeing you at the Retreat in 2017.

Happy Spring.



Kenai Peninusla Quilting Guild March 2016

Page 6

Kachemak Bay Quilters – Homer

Patrice Krant

Why We Quilt

We decided to take a different approach to our newsletter article this quarter. Instead of telling
you what we’ve been doing, we decided to talk about why we do it. What prompted this was a
seemingly innocuous remark from my husband, who observed that I spend a lot of my time
cutting up perfectly good fabric and sewing it back together. I had to admit he had a point.

I mentioned to one of my fellow quilters that I was going to write this story. It reminded her that
she had once written down (presumably in answer to the “Why do you quilt?” question) several
reasons and that she had saved them. She shared her list with me, then I made a similar list and
this column started to take shape.

So at one of our weekly quilting sessions in Homer, I asked a few questions and here are our
responses. Many won’t surprise you (I quilt to feed my creative soul) and many will mirror your
own reasons for being a quilter. But a few may give you pause for thought. One of my favorites
for instance, was to keep from eating!

Here are some of the reasons we quilt:
 It’s my creative outlet.

 I like to play with colors and shapes. And I love to touch fabrics.
 I quilt to avoid housework (although apparently this often results in domestic

chore bargaining, as in, “After this quilt, I will clean the house/cook a
real meal/organize my sewing room.”)

 I can be as perfect or whimsical as I want in a quilt design  only my
persnicketyness drives the result, not anyone else’s.

 It’s a family tradition (although in several cases it’s one that skipped a
generation  a grandmother or aunt quilted but not mom).

 It gives me a sense of being connected to others who work with their hands in
other countries and throughout the centuries (like potters, weavers and
carpenters).

 Quilting builds community. I feel proud that one of my quilts hangs in a public
building that everyone visits.

 It feeds my compulsive desire for attention to detail. Even when I am making a
“scrappy” quilt, I control where and how the fabrics show up in the different
blocks.

 I have an appreciation for quilts and value making them.
 It’s both utilitarian and artistic.
 Every time I see the quilt I made on my bed, it makes me smile.
 I love the feeling I get when I give a quilt as a gift; people appreciate the

effort, whether they are quilters or not.
 It’s not wasteful, especially if you make scrap quilts with remnants.
 It meets my need for complex project management in retirement; the more

difficult the pattern, the better for me.
 Some of us are admitted fabric junkies who quilt to justify all the fabric we’re

hoarding. (Ouch! That one hits a little close to home!)
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When and why did we start quilting? The answers ranged from “I can’t remember back that far”
to “my mother dragged me to a class in the 80‘s” to just recently. Quite a few of us sewed
garments first and picked up quilting later, and now we rarely return to making clothing. Or when
we do, it isn’t as satisfying. That might be because, in at least one case, a garment made with a
pattern she used to love turned out awful. We had a good laugh when she told us why; she had
used 1/4” seams instead of 5/8”!

One quilter was dragged to a retreat by a couple of friends. She made a pink rail fence quilt. It
wasn’t anything special, but she was hooked on quilting from that day on. Another bought a quilt
kit, and having read that she should wash fabrics before using, she washed the precut fabrics.
Needless to say, her quilt turned out half the size of the originally intended piece. Did that
dissuade her? Nope  it was just the beginning of decades of quilting.

How has our quilting evolved? Many of us remember cutting up small squares with scissors or
tracing applique shapes from a coloring book. Some made quilts with only 6.5” blocks for years.
One remembers making an entire quilt out of 2” squares she cut out with scissors, pinned along
every seam, and backstitched at both ends. Some refused to try applique. Or only used tiny floral
pattern calico fabrics. Now we see a pattern we just HAVE to make and take a class to learn the
new technique it uses. Now we tackle Judy Niemeyer quilts without fear. (Side note: thank you,
thank you, thank you engineers, for rotary cutters!)

Most of us are hobby quilters; that sounds better than amateurs, doesn’t it? I have seen some
very professional quilts made by these amazing women; there’s nothing amateur about their
work. Some of us have made quilting our business. One of our longarm quilters started quilting
with her motherinlaw because she needed a creative outlet after long hours at a stressful job.
She soon decided she wanted to finish her own quilts and bought a midarm quilting machine.
She loved it, so she took a leap of faith. She quit her stressful job, traded up to a longarm
machine and now makes her living as a quilter. She loved the challenge of getting started on her
own and she still feels challenged as she learns more freehand designs.

Why do we quilt in groups? For some it’s a social outlet. For me, it’s where I find out everything I
need to know since moving to Homer. My husband will say, “When you go to quilting on
Thursday, ask the QBI (Quilter Bureau of Investigation) which barber I should go to. Or which
chiropractor, where to buy a thumb drive, when do the cranes come back; they always know.”

For others, group quilting is for fellowship. Quilters love to share ideas and get inspiration. Not
sure how your just finished blocks should be arranged? Bring them to quilting and you will get a
dozen recommendations. Need help with a new technique? We can help. Want to know where
the police cars were headed at 11 PM on Saturday night? Someone will know.

Making quilts for worthy causes is another group activity. As in other communities, the Homer
quilters make and keep an inventory of quilts for house fire victims. Locals who know we make
the quilts often donate fabric and we use the proceeds from our annual quilt show to purchase
batting and longarm quilting services. Individually, we also make quilts for fundraising auctions
for local nonprofits, including the quilt we make for the Pratt Museum each year, Quilts of Valor,
African relief efforts, etc. Also small quilts to go with each of the teddy bears donated to Haven
House for children impacted by domestic violence.

So now, the questions bounce back to you. Why do you quilt? How long have you been quilting?
How has your quilting evolved?

We’d love to hear from you!
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SEWARD NEWS

By Sue Magyar

At this writing, I’m looking out the window at snow. We are coming off a couple of gloriously
sunny days, where everyone in town was out walking their dogs, having a wonderful prespring
break. People’s perennials are even coming up! It is only March.

Prior to retreat, several of us from Seward were able to attend Road 2 California, and some of
us took classes. What a wonderful experience! Hopefully we’ll all have something for Show ’n
Share at the Annual Meeting in April. There was also a quilt show in Phoenix at the end of
January that a few attended. There are all kinds of fun things out there to see!

We all had a great time at retreat (even though eight or nine of us limped home with a cold or flu
bug). Most of us are recovered from that by now. The good retreat feelings stick with us, so
that we remember the good times (the tshirt fashion show, the bra blocks, the mystery), and
any negatives fade to the background. It was so great to be in Homer with all our quilting
friends! We’re already thinking about 2017.

Seward has a retreat coming up the end of March at Seward Resort. We are looking forward to
another long weekend of shoving fabric under a needle, visiting, eating, laughing, eating…

PJ Bauer told me that the number of babies for 2016 in the Seward and surrounding areas was
85. That’s quite a large number for little Seward, including Cooper Landing, Moose Pass and
Hope. The Baby Welcome Wagon quilts are still coming, and there are more groups in Seward
who are enjoying making contributions. These quilts are very much appreciated.

As for the quilting group, we’re healing up and getting back in the groove. Is your travel bag
unpacked and everything put away? Me neither!

Happy Spring to our quilt sisters and brothers!

Participate and Support
KPQG 2016 Challenge

Reminder: 12” X 18” TREES Challenge Squares are due at the general membership meeting April 2,
2016 at 10:00 AM at Christ Lutheran Church in Soldotna.

Support other Fiber/Fabric Artists at the following shows:

 “Wildfire” at the Kenai Fine Art Center for month of March

 “Fiber Art Among Friends” at Sterling Highway Kaladi in Soldotna
for month of March

 “Ravenstail” a Weaving Revival at Kenai Visitors Cultural Center
through May

 Mother’s Day Quilt Show at Homer Elks May 7 & 8

Participate
 “Art Quilts Extraordinaire” at Kenai Fine Art Center –month of June

Entries due May 27
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