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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Challenge Yourself 

By Jan Wallace 
 

Research has shown that learning/doing something new is one 
of the techniques to keep the brain active, which is critical at any age.  
We need to practice skills to improve; whether it be appliqué, 
embellishing, or using a smart phone. 
 A challenge can be personal, such as, “I will complete one UFO 
this month.”  Working with a friend, we can challenge each other to 
complete and enter a Quilt in the fair this year.  In small groups, we 
decide to make squares on a tight timeline to create a comfort quilt for 
a friend in need.  Meeting challenges is a natural process for most of 
us. 
 In the last few years, I have become aware of national 
challenges that extend beyond our borders and accustomed formats.  
In this broader quilting world, what factors constitute a challenge?  
Parameters are established and shared with potential participants. 
 
Parameters include some of the following: 

 Theme (water, flight, shades of gray) 

 Colors incorporated (randomly selected or assigned) 

 Including a specific fabric (think Hoffman challenge) 

 Size limitations (miniature, wall hanging, bed quilt) 

 Tell a story (of a vacation, family tree, special friendships) 

 Make a wearable (purse, vest, jacket) 

 Create a 3D piece (doll, sculpture, mobile) 
AND Most Important……………………..the TIMELINE! 
 
The most demanding part of a challenge is to commit to meeting a 
deadline and following the parameters!  The most rewarding feeling 
comes from completing a task and being part of an accomplished 
group! Just as quilters from Seward, Homer, and the Central 
Peninsula, who each completed a 12x12 Challenge for the Alaska 
Fiber Festival Challenge. 
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News from the President cont. 

Visit a 12 X 12 Challenge Quilt Exhibit 

 

The 2014 Alaska Fiber Festival hosted a challenge to create twelve small 12” X 12” 

bound mini-quilts in specifically assigned colors in either a traditional or contemporary 

style. Eight groups from throughout Alaska completed the challenge. These sets are 

now traveling to different venues to be enjoyed by the public and intriguing quilters.  

 

For the month of July all eight sets will be on display in the back gallery of the Kenai 

Fine Arts Center located on Cook Avenue in Kenai.  The Center is open Wednesday - 

Saturday from noon to 5:00 pm.  

 

The set from Seward quilters is done in the traditional mode using blue, purple, and 

gold. The Central Peninsula quilters did a contemporary format with assigned colors of 

orange, sage, and charcoal gray. The Homer quilters used black, white and red 

combinations that are also very contemporary.  

 

This exhibit would be a wonderful excuse for a road trip. Take in a stop at the Kenai 

Visitors and Cultural Center, other local sites and eateries, as well as, supporting the 

fabric shops.  
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Vice President and Education Committee Report 
by Barb Steckel 

 
 

What a great class we had with Kate Beebe in May. There were 20 of us that learned 

all kinds of fun techniques to put together a tote, wall hanging or an apron like the one 

Tonilyn Spring finished.   Kate has used many fun techniques in the samples she had 

available for us.  One of the samples was from her “faces” class.  There was a 

tremendous amount of interest in having her do the class for the Guild and the 

Education Committee will be working on that.  It is a two session class, but there is 

homework between the two, so we have to see how we can make that work. 

August 2, 2014 – An Applique Class and Trunk Show by Connie Sue Haidle of 

Appleblossom Quilts.  This is a one day class and the cost is $25/person plus $8.00 

for the pattern.  There are 3 openings left in the class if you are interested.  The trunk 

show will take place at 1:00 pm. You are invited to the trunk show even if you are 

not taking the class.  Email me if you want to take the class.  If there are openings 

after July 1, they will be made available to non-Guild members but there will be an 

added $25.00 cost.   

October 10 & 11, 2014 - “Toes in the Sand” a two-day class by Pam Ventgen.  The 

cost for this class will be $40:00, plus the book and the Hex- n-More template, which 

will be $29.00 at cost (thanks Pam).  When you sign up for the class, you will have to 

let us know if you already have the book or template, or want us to order them.  There 

are still openings in this class, but we need to let Pam know how many books and 

templates to order, so please let me know by July 15 if you are planning on taking the 

class.  Payment for the class is due upon registration, but the book and ruler will need 

to be paid for when you receive them. 

May 15-16, 2015 - Bonnie Hunter will be back with us.  We are working on the class 

project and will have the information available soon.   

 August 2015 - Anelie Belden teaches a number of classes that revolve around 

Modern Dresden techniques.  Check out her web site www.anelie.com. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.anelie.com/
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Education Committee Report continued 

 

May 2016 - Susan Else, Soft Sculpture, www.susanelse.com has agreed to do a 

class and we are working on including a trunk show.  While in California I took a class 

from her and it was fun, informative and creative.  I’ll bring my fun tree to the October 

meeting.  We should have more details by then. 

We are still working with the following teachers for the balance of 2016 and 2017:  

Jacquie Gering, Modern/Improvised Log Cabins -                     

www.tallgrassprairiestudio.blogspot.com 

Janna Thomas, Block-Loc Rulers, www.blocloc.cm 

Joan Ford, Scrappy Quilts, scraps-therapy-quilts.blogspot.com 

Remember this is your Guild, if there are teachers you would like to see, let the 

Education Committee know.  Also, your Education Committee will be looking for local 

and in-state teachers to provide additional educational opportunities.    

 Your Education Committee is Kathleen Barkley, Donna Glenz, Cathy Howlett, 

Lorna Kramer, Alice Krivitsky, Sue Magyar, and Cheri Worley.  Thank you to Marie Lee 

who has been serving on the Committee but she will be moving to Idaho soon and 

leaving the committee.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.susanelse.com/
http://www.tallgrassprairiestudio.blogspot.com/
http://www.blocloc.cm/
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Volunteers Needed 
 
Can you schedule 3-4 hours to help with the following? 

 

Take a shift at the Quilt Show narration at the Ninilchik Fair 

 

 Friday Aug. 15, Saturday Aug. 16, Sunday Aug. 17 

 

(contact Karrie Youngblood homerquilter@gmail.com ) 

mailto:homerquilter@gmail.com
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Your Guild Officers 

President - Jan Wallace 

 

Vice President & Education Chair- Barb Steckel 

 

Treasurer – Jody Nelson 

 

Secretary – Sue Magyar 

 

 

 

 

Homer News 
By Margaret Lau 

 

          Kachemak Bay Quilters have just successfully completed our 30th annual quilt 

show.  Our Viewer’s Choice winner was Patrice Krant (a Guild member!) and her 

eagle wall-hanging.  Over 400 people attended the show and we displayed 65 quilts, 

wall art, and other quilted items.  The Shorebird Challenge, featuring birds of 

Kachemak Bay, has been a popular addition to the quilt show.  Lots of work but lots of 

fun. 

          Our Snowbirds have returned and Kachemak Community Center is bursting at 

the seams on Thursdays.  We’re had our second Open Sew at ABI May 15 -17.  What 

a treat to sit and sew for 3 days – and maybe finish a project or two. 

          The Pratt Museum raffle quilt, “Bears and Berries,” is completed and displayed in 

the museum.  Layout was designed by Theresa Dubber with quilting by Peggy 

Parsons.  Again this year the blocks are very unique and use a variety of 

techniques.  When you’re in Homer, stop by the Pratt and buy a raffle ticket or two for 

this one-of-a-kind quilt!   
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Cups and Saucers 
12” block 
3 Fabrics 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cutting: 
Light (Cream):  Medium (gold):  Dark (blue): 
1 square @ 5 ¼” 1 square @ 5 ¼” 2 squares @ 4 ⅞” 
   2 squares @ 4 ⅞” 1 square @ 4 ½” 
      8 squares @ 2 ⅞” 

 
Piecing: 
Flying Geese Units: 4 light/dark; 4 medium/dark 
For the light/dark set of 4 geese: Patti Anderson’s method for no waste flying geese. 
Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of 4 dark 2 ⅞” squares. 
With right sides of fabric together, lay two of the dark squares on the light 5 ¼” square-one dark square at 
the upper left corner, one dark square at the lower right corner.  The lines on your dark squares should 
match up and run in a diagonal across the light square.  Stitch a scant ¼” on both sides of the drawn 
lines.  Cut apart on the center drawn line. Press toward the dark fabric. Right sides together, lay one of 
the dark squares on each sewn unit so the drawn line runs from the corner to the middle between the 
previously sewn dark fabric.  Stitch a scant ¼” on both sides of the drawn lines.  Cut apart on the drawn 
line.  Press toward the dark fabric.  You will have 4 geese units. 
Repeat for the medium/dark set of 4 geese.  
Or use your own method for making the geese units. 
 

Sew a light goose to a medium goose along the  
long sides to make a double flying geese unit. Press toward the  
medium goose unit. 
 
Triangle Square Units (corners): 
Layer the 4 ⅞” medium and dark squares right sides together  
with the medium on top.  Draw a diagonal line from corner to  
corner on the medium squares.  Stitch ¼” from both sides of 
 the drawn line.  Cut apart on the drawn line. Press toward the dark.  
 You will have 4 triangle square unitsLay out. 
 
Lay out the triangle square units, the flying geese units, 
and the dark square as a 9-patch block. Make 3 rows, press in alternate directions.  
Sew the rows together.  

 
 
A fun block and an interesting quilt. 
Enjoy, 
Grace 
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Book Look 

By Dana Lewis, KPQG Librarian 

Toes in the Sand 

                                                A Block of the Month Quilt 

                                                      By JayBird Quilts 

This is a collection of 12 geometric blocks all named for beaches along the California 

coast.  It looks like a long trek, but the path is smoothed by a special tool or ruler called 

the Hex-n-More, also by JayBird Quilts.   

The math is done for you. Follow along step-by-step with good diagrams and 

instructions and accomplish readily what may have appeared to be more challenging.  

She breaks every block down into simpler shapes for easy assembly. I really like that 

the diagrams are offered in more than one color way so it’s easy to imagine the block 

in different colors.  In fact, she refers to 24 blocks but it appears to be more variety with 

the lights and darks in different locations.  

This quilt takes on a modern appearance despite the complicated blocks, with large 

white spaces and  no borders on top and bottom.  It finishes as a twin at 64 x 84.  

If this appeals to you, you are really in luck!  Our very own Pam Ventgen will be 

teaching a class on this book and the Hex-n-More tool for us this fall.  Stay tuned for 

those details from Pam and the Education Committee.  I am looking forward to that!  
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Seward News 

By Sue Magyar 

Greetings to all our quilting sisters across the Peninsula!  I hope everyone has been 
enjoying this outstanding weather.  Since we last checked in, Seward’s had a retreat in 
late March.  Usually we do our own thing, or someone teaches a mini-class or 
technique, but the project for the retreat was a mystery quilt.  You could either make 
this for yourself, or take a kit of fabric to make a service quilt.  Sheila and Tammy made 
kits of donated fabric for these tops.  Sheila has a back room at Sew’n Bee Cozy that's 
for donated fabric to use in service quilts and there’s plenty to draw from.  We came up 
with a good number of quilts. Other service quilt projects have been moving along as 
well.  Quilting season is waning, people will be out doing other activities  but I think 
some of us will still meet in the afternoons one day a week or a rainy Saturday here 
and there.  This summer Seward has some additional fun things going on.  Dana 
Verrengia will be in Seward, July 27th for a book signing and trunk show. She’ll be 
back in Seward on August 15 for a trunk show/book signing, intentionally 
corresponding to the docking of a quilting cruise. 
 
 

The year the Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild was in 

charge of Borough voting booths. 
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Calendar Items 
 
June 21 - Guild Executive Board Meeting, Christ Lutheran Church, 10:00 - noon 

 
August 2 - Connie Sue Haidle Class (of Appleblossom Quilts), Christ Lutheran Church  
 
August 8 & 9 - Quilt Pickup Dates for Quilt Show at Fair: 
  August 8:  Homer at Ulmers – 11:00 - 2:00 

  August 8:  Seward at Sew’n Bee Cozy - 3:00 - 6:00 

  August 9:  Soldotna at Robin Place Fabrics - 3:00 - 6:00 

  August 11: Soldotna at Cooperative Extension Service Office - 11:00 - 1:00 

  August 11:  Ninilchik at Fairground - 10:00 - 2:00 

 
August 9 - Guild Executive Board Meeting and Budget Meeting, Christ Lutheran 
Church, 10:00 - 2:00 

 
August 14 - 17 - KPQG Quilt Show at Ninilchik Fair, Ninilchik 

 
September 13 & 14 - Log Cabin Quilter’s Quilt Show, Conoco Phillips Atrium, 
Anchorage 

 
October 4 - General Membership Meeting, Christ Lutheran Church, Soldotna - 10:00 - 
4:00 (includes lunch and education meeting to follow) 
 
October 10 & 11 - Pam Ventgen’s Class, Christ Lutheran Church, Soldotna  
 
November 1 or 8 (TBA) - Getting Ready for Christmas, Christ Lutheran Church 

Soldotna 10:00 - 4:00  

 

 

 

 

 

Kenai Peninsula Quilting Guild Website 

www.kpqg.org 

 

http://www.kpqg.org/
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