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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

By Jan Wallace 

 

 

Enjoy The Holidays ! 

“ The best things in life are not things” 
This is a wonderful motto to live by 
anytime but especially at the holidays. 
Sharing time whether on phone, via 
email, or in person is more rewarding 
than spending money. 

I wish each of you a calmness during this 
season of Joy. Don’t fret so much on 
what you “should do” but enjoy what you 
are doing!!!! Collect the moments of joy 
to wrap your spirit like a comfy quilt. The 
daylight will soon increase and bring the 
energy we need to pursue all those 
projects, so relax and enjoy the” Reason 
for the Season” 
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Education Committee Report 
By Barbara Steckel, Vice President 

After the October meeting we had a great demo and handout of how many ways you 

could lay out one block.  Thanks to Teresa Crow and Lily Huebsch for taking the time 

to make the samples and the great handouts.  It is truly amazing how many different 

layouts there are for some basic pieces.  After the demo, Sue Magyar gave a great 

demo on how to use “Pinterest”.    She had a nice handout to take home so you spend 

more time on your own.  Thanks to our always willing volunteers. 

In October, Pam Ventgen taught a wonderful class, “Toes in the Sand”.  The class 

was well attended and a lot of fun was had by all. The template/tool was new to most 

and the accuracy, which was achieved in using it was great.  The different choices in 

backgrounds and fabrics for the blocks made everyone think about what they could 

have used.   Naturally most people wished they had a few pieces of fabric they left at 

home.  Pam always has great suggestions for our classes.   

On November 1st many of us started “Getting Ready for Christmas” with the projects 

presented from each area.  This is a very busy time of year and there were many 

conflicts, but we had a great turnout.  Really appreciate the time and effort everyone 

put into their projects. 

Bonnie Hunter will be back with us on May 15 & 16, 2015.   We started registration at 

the October meeting and there are still spaces available.   Friday will be Texas 

Tumbleweeds from her new book “More Adventures with Leaders and Enders” and 

Saturday will be Smith Mountain Morning from “Scraps & Shirttails 2”.  Smith 

Mountain Morning uses different rulers and techniques. We realize this will require two 

books, but many people already have “Scraps and Shirttails 2” and have already 

ordered her new book.   If you do not want to do the second quilt, you can continue 

working on Texas Tumbleweeds on Saturday, but the registration will be for the 2 day 

class.  There is a $70.00 charge for the two-day class. If you haven’t signed up but are 

interested, please notify Sue Magyar by email at Magyar@arctic.net and mail your 

check for $70.00 payable to KPQG to Sue at P O Box 1617, Seward, AK 99664.  Your 

supply list will be emailed to you.  You are not signed up for the class until your check 

is received.  

 

mailto:Magyar@arctic.net
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Education Committee Report Continued 

by Barb Steckel 
 
 

At the February retreat we will start taking registration for Anelie Belden’s two-day 

class on “Thoroughly Modern Dresden”.  The book will be required but you will be 

able to choose which of the quilts you would like to make.  The Class is scheduled for 

August 7 and 8, 2015.  The fee for this class will be $70.00.  The Guild will be hosting 

a Trunk Show on Friday night, August 7, so please mark your calendar. There is no 

charge for the Trunk Show.   Even if you aren’t taking the class, you can attend the 

trunk show.  Go to her web site www.anelie.com. 

 

The Guild has contracts in place for Susan Else in May 2016, Jacquie Gering in 

August 2016 and Joan Ford in August 2017.  The last newsletter included the web site 

for each of these teachers.  Don’t forget, the Education Committee is always looking 

for suggestions from you on teachers for future classes and projects for after our 

October and April meetings.  Please talk to any of your Committee Members - 

Kathleen Barkley, Donna Glenz, Cathy Howlett, Lorna Kramer, Alice Krivitsky, 

Cheri Worley and Sue Magyar, Past President.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.anelie.com/
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Your Guild Officers 

President - Jan Wallace 

 

Vice President & Education Chair- Barb Steckel 

 

Treasurer – Jody Nelson 

 

Secretary – Sue Magyar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homer News 

By Margaret Lau 

     Kachemak Bay Quilters are staying busy as we head into the fall and winter seasons.  We 
celebrated 25 years as “Kachemak Bay Quilters” with a mid-October potluck.  As always, great food – 
lots of it – and the opportunity to visit with quilters that we may not have seen all summer. 

 
          Fortunately, we have not had to distribute any quilts to fire victims lately.  Knock on wood, this 
will continue. We are also donating quilts to Haven House, our local residence for victims of domestic 
violence.  We are sharing teddy bear quilts, too.  These are small quilts, which accompany each 
teddy bear given to a child staying at Haven House.  
           

We’ve been hard at work making a variety of silent auction items for our Mother’s Day quilt 

show.  We’re also creating blocks for the Pratt Museum quilt.  The theme for the 2015 raffle quilt is 

“Kachemak Bay,” any aspect of the bay.  Can’t wait to see this year’s creation!      
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Seward Quilting News 
By Sue Magyar 

 
 

We’ve been a busy bunch here in Seward.  It seems we’re having a baby boom over here.  Thank 

goodness P.J. Bauer started “Baby Welcome Wagon” back up.  It had been inactive for a period of 

time.  Quilters have been supplying baby quilts to the program and they are still coming!  What was 

going on last winter in Seward?  Something in the water?   

 

Our service quilt supply is coming together and we’re getting a grip on how many, where, in what 

stage, etc.  Sometimes that’s a real challenge!  There are a good number of quilters volunteering for 

different stages in both of these areas.  Besides that, there are classes that some are finishing.   

 

Summer Solstice class #4 just ended - Karrie Youngblood ran over to Seward to teach this.  Every 

quilt is amazing looking!   

 

Deb Crosby helped a number of us over the hump with appliqué (no small feat here in Seward!!), 

and there are a couple new devotees to this technique.  We’re looking forward to more fun classes.   

 

There are a number of us working Bonnie Hunter’s Grand Illusion mystery quilt.  What fun!  If you 

haven’t heard about it, go to Bonnie’s blog (quiltville.blogspot.com).   

 

Our Wednesdays have been spent at Sebolt Hall at Seward Resort.  We thank them for helping give 

us a home, however, Donna Glenz has been working miracles in the basement of the old library, and 

we might have a forever home, where we can leave stuff set up.  The reveal for this space will be 

during our end of year potluck December 17th.  Have a very Merry Christmas and Holiday Season, 

and we’ll see you at retreat!!! 

 

http://quiltville.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

6 

KENAI PENINSULA QUILTING GUILD DECEMBER 2014 

 

Book Look 

By Dana Lewis, KPQG Librarian 
 

Strip Smart Quilts and Strip Smart Quilts II 
by Kathy Brown 

 

I could not pick a favorite between these books, so I’m reviewing them together.  So 

much inspiration and so easy!  I’ve seen these photos all over Pinterest, and there is a 

reason.  They are beautiful, easy and there is a good variety of projects in each of 

these books.   They are all made with the same technique, yet there is an impressive 

variety to the quilts.  They don’t all appear to be from the same block.  Makes me want 

to jerk out those jelly rolls and bali pops and start stripping!   

 

This would make a great gift for the quilters on your list.  (print this page and leave it 

out for Santa to see ;) )  

 

Published by That Patchwork Place  

There are corrections on Strip Smart Quilts II – the Starburst pattern, in early editions. The correction can be printed from 

the publishers website and inserted into your book.   

                                                 

 

 

 

http://www.shopmartingale.com/images/detailed/0/b1097_c.jpg
http://www.shopmartingale.com/images/detailed/57/b1176_c.jpg
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 Christmas Flower Block,  8 “,  2 Fabrics 

 

Cutting: 

Background:    Christmas Print 

4 squares @ 2 ½”   12 squares @ 2” 

8 rectangles @ 2” x 2 ½”   1 square @ 1 ½” 

4 rectangles @ 1 ½” x 4” 

Piecing: 

Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of 8 of the Christmas Print 2” squares. 

To make these units (similar to quick corner units): 

With the background on the bottom, Christmas Print on the top, place 

the two fabrics right sides together, aligning the raw edges.   Sew on the 

drawn line.  Make 4 in each direction.  Fold the square up and check to make 

sure you have sewn accurately.  Trim the excess corner fabric, leaving ¼” seam 

allowances.  Press toward the background.  

 

 

Referring to the diagram at left, stitch together background 2 ½” square, 2 pieced rectangles, and 

a 2” Christmas Print square.  Make 4.   

 Following the block picture above, lay out your pieces in a nine patch. Sew into three 

rows, then sew the rows together. 

The best part is no points to match when sewing your blocks into a quilt. To make it a scrappy 

quilt, you only need ¾ of a 2” strip of your focus fabric for each block. 
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Starch or Sizing? 

 
Starch quilt fabric to give it a ‘very crisp’ hand. It is made from organic 

products, either corn, rice or wheat. As such, it can attract critters like 

silverfish. What to do? Wash the finished project to remove it. Simple! 

Sizing adds more of a ‘crispness’ or ‘hand’. It can be made from either an 

organic or plastic-based solution. Frequently it is a mix of starch and a 

plastic-based sizing agent. This is to get the starch to stick better to man-

made fibers like polyester. With the addition of this “glue”, the sizing is then 
able to stiffen the synthetic fabric. 

 

So the answer is: Whichever you prefer. 

Mix It Up...Spray It On 

 
 

Use a liquid concentrate to mix 
your own spray starch strength. 

Starch quilt fabric just before using it. 

Mix your own starch from concentrate to get just the desired stiffness in 

your fabric. It is also more economical than store-bought spray starch.  
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Even more economical, but more work, is mixing your own from cornstarch 

and water. 

 

For a crisp finish, dilute with one part Sta-Flo liquid starch to one part 
water. (You may have another brand available to you locally.) Feel free to 

change the ratio to get the stiffness YOU want. 

 

You can also make your own homemade spray starch with Argo and water.  

 

To do so, 

1 .  Mix 1/4 cup Argo corn starch into 1/2 cup cold water 

2 .  Stir in 4 cup of boiling water 

3 .  Mix and cool 
 

Put either mixture into a spray bottle labeled with your recipe and ”Shake 

before Using!” so that you don't forget. 

 

Both mixtures can ‘gunk up’ the nozzle. Use hot water to clean it. You may 

need to replace bottles periodically. 

 

For each process below, remember that all the fabric should be wet with the 

starch mixture, BUT NOT DRIPPING. No need to make more work for 

yourself. 
 

Let the starched fabric dry a bit so that it's damp to damp-dry. When starch 

soaks into the fibers, there's less flaking. It takes less time to iron dry. 
 
 

Another homemade version: 

 

In a 32 ounce bottle, combine:  

 

1 teaspoon of essential oil (look in the craft sections of Joann's, 
Hancock's and even Walmart) 

 

3 ounces of vodka. Cheap is good.  

 

24 ounces of distilled water 

 

Label and store in a large spray bottle. Shake well before using. 
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A reader wrote in to share her recipe for a Best Press alternative.  

 

It is: 
 

• 1 1/2 Tablespoons Corn Starch 

• 3 1/2 cup cool water 

• 2 drops Lavender essential oil 

 

She recommends putting the water in the spray bottle first, then adding the 

corn starch and essential oil.  Shake. 

 

Make sure to shake every time you use.  
 

 

NUTTY WILD RICE SALAD 

 

1/2 cup wild rice 

1 cup canned beef bouillon, undiluted 

1 cup frozen peas, thawed 

2 stalks celery, thinly sliced on the diagonal 

4 green onions, sliced 

1/4 cup silvered almonds, toasted 

lettuce cups (optional) 

 

DRESSING 

1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 

1 tablespoon soy sauce 

1 teaspoon sugar 

1/4 cup vegetable oil 

2 teaspoons sesame oil 

 

In medium saucepan, cover rice with cold water to a depth of 1 inch above rice. Heat to boiling. Drain 

water from rice and add bouillon. Simmer covered until liquid is absorbed. About 1 hour. Combine all 

dressing ingredients and mix well. While rice is still warm, toss with dressing; cool. In medium bowl, 

combine rice with peas, celery, green onions and almonds. Toss well. Refrigerate. Serve in small 

lettuce cups or a lettuce-lined bowl. 4 servings. 

Enjoy, 

Jody Nelson 

 

 


